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Meeting Preview: At the March meeting we will have a presentation by Dan
Pfeiffer from CompUSA. Mary Sheridan, as usual, will conduct a 30-minute
Windows discussion at the beginning of the meeting.

President’s Message
By Mary Sheridan, President, Tampa PC Users Group
mcpease@mindspring.com
Hi ho fellow computer fans! I’m enjoying this president thing.
It’s just a lot of fun working with all you great people.
Thanks to James Weber for contacting Glen Gasbarrow of estamp and allowing us another interesting presentation. I’ve
been considering online postage for a few months and now I’m
going to try it. I bought the e-stamp software at buy.com and
I’m waiting for it to arrive. As I use the product, I’ll try to get an
article to William for the newsletter.
This is my second reminder that the Florida Association of Computer Users
Groups is holding their Spring Conference in Kissimmee Florida. The conference will begin March 4th. There will be registration and networking on
Friday night. The conference will run through March 6th (Sunday afternoon).
The conference is for officers of Florida user groups to get together and exchange ideas on ways to make their groups better. Anyone who is interested
in attending can be given temporary officer status. For more information go to
http://www.facug.org . If you want to go, let me or any of the officers know.
(President..........Continued on page 10)

April 12: George Pilat of Intnet.net will give a presentation on DSL
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Bits of Blue is published by the Tampa PC Users Group, Inc., a State
of Florida registered non-profit corporation, to provide educational information about personal computer systems to its members. Our mailing address is
P. O. Box 3492, Tampa, FL 33601-3492.
However, for business concerning this newsletter, Bits of Blue, please
contact the Editor, William LaMartin, at 821 S. Boulevard, Tampa, FL
33606-2904; 813-251-3817; lamartin@ix.netcom.com.
Technical information found in this publication is not necessarily compatible with your hardware and software; plus other errors or misprints could
occur from time to time. Therefore, the use of programs, commands, functions or anything of a technical nature appearing in this publication will be at
your own risk.
Contributors are asked to submit articles as an ASCII, Microsoft Write,
Microsoft Word, or Word Perfect file to the editor at 821 South Blvd.,
Tampa, Florida 33606-2904 or to lamartin@ix.netcom.com.
Permission to reproduce portions which are not specifically copyrighted is given to other computer users' groups for nonprofit use. Reprints
must be unaltered; proper credit given to the author and publication; and a
copy of the publication must be sent to the attention of the Bits of Blue Editor
at the club address. All other reproduction is prohibited without the specific
written permission of the original author.
The use of trademarked and copyrighted names herein is not intended
to infringe upon the owner's rights but rather to identify the products for the
enlightenment of our users.
Commercial advertisements will be accepted. For rate information
please contact the Editor by one of the above listed methods.
All advertisements must be prepaid by check payable to TPCUG, be in
camera ready format (actual size, black ink on white paper), and be submitted
on or before the 20th of the month preceding the month of publication. Commercial advertising is usually limited to 25% of the total space of an issue.
The Editor reserves the right to hold ads if the total space for ads exceeds this
limit or if they are not received on time.
Members may insert non-commercial ads at no charge with the following limitations: no more than 4 ads per member per year; no more than 40
words (240 bytes including spaces); must be camera ready copy or an ASCII
file on diskette or as an attachment to an email message to the Editor. Those
wishing to place ads are to contact the Editor, William LaMartin, at (813)
251-3817 for space availability and for further information.
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Minutes of the February Meeting
By James Weber, Secretary, Tampa PC Users Group
jlweber9@mindspring.com
Our meeting started at 6:00 PM with our Windows SIG. The
first and most vocal discussion was AOL 5.0 and the number of
problems it seems to be causing in Windows. Most of the members had, or knew someone who had, problems with AOL 5.0
upgrade. I think there were only two members who said they
had not experienced any issues with their own upgrade. We
need to give these people money for next week’s lottery. Mary
Sheridan passed along some more Windows shortcuts. One that
got the most attention (I saw everyone try it right then) was use
of the “Print Screen” key. If the print screen key is pressed, a
snapshot of your screen is saved to the clipboard. It can then be
“Pasted” to any other program through the “Edit” drop down
menu.
The general meeting started at 6:30 PM with our president,
Mary Sheridan, presiding. Mary announced that Microsoft has
agreed to give a presentation on April 4, 2000 at 7:00 PM in the
USF Bio-Science Building. They require a 100-person minimum to guarantee their presence, so we will be combining with
the Greater Tampa Bay Users Group to beef up the numbers.
The Visual Basic SIG is going to be changed around a bit to
focus on VB programming for MS Office. Merle was quick to
point out that this will be more than just macros: Actual programming to customize and enhance Office. Sign up sheets for
attendance and SIGs were passed around.
Our guest presentation started at 6:50 PM. Glen Gasbarro of estamp (http://www.e-stamp.com) demonstrated their new prepaid postage service. With e-stamp, postage is downloaded
from the Internet, stored on a device attached to your local machine, and printed from your printer. The first time e-stamp runs
you register on their web site. This activates the “vault”, a device that attaches to your computer’s parallel port. When you
purchase postage, it is stored in the vault for future use. This
offers the definite advantage of having access to postage without being online. Up to $500 can be purchased and stored at one
time.
Printing requires a printer with at least 300 dpi resolution,
which is any ink jet on the market today. Dot-matrix users may
be out of luck. The postage looks a bit like a metered mark
common today on envelopes, with the notable addition of an
enhanced bar code. These new bar codes look like a checkerboard pattern, but they carry far more information than the
original bar codes. Encoded are the amount of postage, mailing
address, return address, date postage was printed, envelope size,
and serial number. Bar code readers at the Post Office can automatically process this type of postage and ensure proper delivery even if up to 40% of the postage stamp is damaged or if no
(Minutes..........Continued on page 10)
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Microsoft Office 2000
By William LaMartin, Editor,
Tampa PC Users Group
lamartin@tampabay.rr.com
A little history. I am going to stretch this review of Office
2000 over several articles in upcoming newsletters. To do the
suite justice would take an entire newsletter. There is so much
you can do with these programs. I know I haven't begun to
push them to their limits, and I have been using them for many
years. I started with Microsoft Word 2.0, I believe it was, late
in 1991, shortly followed by Excel. I didn't add Access until
probably a couple of years later, since at the time I didn't see
much need for a database, assuming that I could manage any
tabular data that might arise in Excel. Boy, have I learned a
lot since then. Now I probably spend as much time using Access as Word and Excel combined.
In the beginning these three programs sold separately, and
they were quite expensive--probably at least $200 each. I just
don't remember the prices. I do recall that my brother-in-law
gave Excel to me as a Christmas gift in 1991 and that when I
bought Access a couple years later, I used the fact that I
owned a copy of the Windows database program, SuperBase,
to get a special upgrade price for Access of less than $150. At
some point these three programs were combined into the
"Office Suite". Later PowerPoint was added to the suite, and
now the suite has expanded to include the additional programs
in the table on the right.
Also, when I got started with Word and Excel, they did not
dominate the market as they do now. Back then WordPerfect
and Lotus 123 were still kings of the word processing and
spreadsheet worlds, respectively. Now, of course, both Lotus
123 and WordPerfect are only shadows of their former selves.
Additionally, PowerPoint has done in Harvard Graphics and
the other presentation software programs. And certainly Access dominates the desktop database market. Thus, Microsoft,
in the past nine years since I started using their “office” software, has gone from a small part of this market to dominate it.
Why did I purchase it originally instead of the then current
industry leaders? Basically I did it because I wanted products
made by the same company that worked well together and
worked well in Windows. I believe WordPerfect still did not
have a Windows version of its program in 1991. I recall, too,
that Microsoft also offered some pretty nice pricing to gain
market share then.
Now, of course, as mentioned, Microsoft dominates the
“office” market. Unfortunately their pricing is not all that aggressive anymore. A quick price check shows Office Standard is $395; Office Professional is $427 (this is a good
price); Office Premium is $628. The upgrade versions would
be cheaper, of course. You do get a lot for your money, but,
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for those who are cost conscious, the approximately 50%
cheaper price of the competing Corel WordPerfect product vs.
Office Standard or Professional may be a draw. In fact, when
Corel first took over the WordPerfect suite, they were essentially giving it away to try and gain market share, as I recall.
But they will not get my business at any price—not because I
have a dislike for WordPerfect, but simply because I know the
Microsoft Office products like the back of my hand and because they blend so well with the other Microsoft programs I
use daily like Publisher and FrontPage (which, of course, are
now included in the ever expanding Office Suite) and Visual
Basic. And almost anything I can think of doing, I can do in
these programs.
Two places where Microsoft has not beaten the competition
is in high-end desktop publishing and computer graphics. Although I use Publisher and find it quite adequate for our newsletter, I don’t think it has made any inroads in the high-end
desktop publishing market. Additionally, I have no plans for
replacing Corel Draw and Corel Photo-Paint on my computers
with PhotoDraw from Microsoft.
Standard

Small Bus.

Pro.

Premium

Word

X

X

X

X

Excel

X

X

X

X

Outlook

X

X

X

X

PowerPoint

X

X

X

X

X

Access
FrontPage

X

PhotoDraw

X

The Suite Office 2000 comes in four flavors as indicated in
the table above. I have the Professional version. This difference in the versions is simply what programs are included.
I currently use all these programs except Outlook and PhotoDraw, and I have used Outlook in the past. Now that I have
Office 2000, I will begin migrating to the newer versions
which are installed on our newest Gateway computer. However, I will still be keeping Office 97 along with Publisher 98
and FrontPage 98 on our older Gateway. (Our ancient Gateway has Office 95 on it.)
Office 2000 Professional comes on two CDs, with the second
CD containing Publisher. The one thing I noted about the installation was that there was no indication which component
of Office was being installed at any given time. In previous
versions, it would say something like “Installing Microsoft
Word...”, then “Installing Microsoft Excel...”, etc. Now it is
something like “Completing Office 2000 Installation.” Additionally, I was given no opportunity to register online at the
end of the installation. That seemed odd.
(Office……….Continued on page 4)
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(Office……….Continued from page 3)

An additional new feature of the installation is that, if you do a
custom installation, for many of the features of the different Office programs you may choose to install that feature on your
computer, to install it the first time it is called for, to run it from
the CD, or simply not to install it. Another new feature is that
the Microsoft Windows installer can detect and repair problems
associated with installed Microsoft Office 2000 programs, such
as missing files and registry settings. On the Help menu, simply
click Detect and Repair.
New File Formats While I am writing this I am using Word
2000 as a text editor for Publisher 2000 (there is no real need
for this, since Publisher functions quite well as a text editor;
however, Word does give you a bit more control over certain
formatting features—at least from my point of view). The two
programs work together seamlessly. Word 2000 has the same
file format as Word 97, but Publisher 2000’s file format is different from Publisher 98. However, something new in Publisher
is the ability to save a Publisher 2000 document in Publisher 98
format with the possible loss of some of the new features. In
the past, when you converted a Publisher document to the newer
version, there was no going back.
Access 2000 also has a different file format from Access 97,
and, as with Publisher, you can also save an Access 2000 database in an Access 97 format. This latter fact is important for
people like myself who have written Visual Basic programs that
use Access databases. These programs (until they are modified)
will not work with the newer Access file format.
Word Now to the best known program in the Office Suite, Microsoft Word. The look and feel of Word 2000 is the same to
me as Word 97. What can I say, it is a word processor—
probably the best in the world. You can do all the usual things
you would expect from such a modern program. But there are
some additions, changes, and improvements. The first thing I
noticed was the HTML type of help. Once you have learned
how to use this type of on-screen help, you really have no desire
to go back to the days of the paper help manuals.
The next thing I noticed was that opening new documents produced an additional entry on the Windows Task bar, just like for
a separate program. I like the feature. Now, instead of having to
click on the Windows menu item to be able to move between
the several documents you may be using, you can click on the
Task bar to select, or do the usual Alt-Tab routine to select.
Surprisingly, many people apparently don’t like this feature.
The second new item I found was the Clipboard feature. It
maintains the last 12 items saved to the Windows clipboard
from any Windows program. Now that is a real convenience.
The next thing I noted is how much better this version of Word
handles inserted graphics than previous versions. Now you can
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easily place a picture anywhere on the page you want and have
the text flow around, in front of or behind it. This, with the ability to have text flow from one inserted text box to another (not a
new feature), makes Word a candidate for simple desktop publishing, something that I couldn’t recommend for earlier versions.
Then, of course, there is the Internet. As with Word 97, you
can save your document as a web document in HTML format.
You can also import HTML documents into Word and any unknown tags in the document will be preserved, even though
Word won’t be able to display them. You can now also preview
the document as a web document in your browser. But the big
addition is web collaboration.
With web collaboration, you can place your documents on a
web server for others to review and edit. For this process to
work you need the use of a web server running Microsoft Office
Server Extensions. Since I don’t have access to such a server at
the moment, I can not test this feature. But it should work similarly to the more easily attainable form of collaboration through
routed email—a feature which existed in Word 97. Here you
select the individuals you want to send the document to and the
order in which they will receive it. Then when an individual
receives the document attached to an email message, the individual may make changes or additions and these alterations will
be highlighted in color and the author of the changes identified.
The individual then sends the document on to the next individual on the list.
Collaboration seems to be the main thrust ofn changes in Office,
and I hear the next version of Office (yes, there is new version
that will soon go into Beta testing) will tilt even more in this
direction. This is something of interest to large corporate workgroups as opposed to the individual. You might say that Office
is moving away from individual use towards group use.
I still think the suite of programs is of use for individuals and
advise people I deal with to purchase the Professional version
so as to have Access in the package. There are certainly much
cheaper alternatives available—but nothing better. I have lived
with these programs for the past nine years, learning more as I
used them. At present I am discussing their common programming language, Visual Basic for Applications, in our Visual Basic SIG. Come join us if you have an interest.
In the next newsletter I plan on discussing Excel and Access.
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Did You Survive February 29th?
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Internet picture of the month

By Merle Nicholson, Member at Large,
Tampa PC Users Group
merlenic@tampabay.rr.com
You may not have known that the Y2K computer correction
wasn’t really over on January 1st. Companies still had the leap
day of February 29th as a concern for possible computer problems, and here’s why.
As everyone knows, the calendar isn’t perfect, and the reason is
that there aren’t exactly 365 days in a year. And further, it isn’t
exactly 365 and ¼ days either. If it were, adding a leap day
every four years would work perfectly but … it’s more than
365.25. So to get the calendar eventually right, we need to skip
the leap day every 100 years on years that are evenly divided by
100. But … and you guessed it … that still isn’t accurate
enough because the calendar would be OVER-corrected if that
was done absolutely every 100 years, so the plan is to skip not
having it on years divisible by 400.
As a result, the years 1900, 2100, 2200 and 2300, even though
they’re divisible by four, are not leap years because they’re divisible by 100. But since 2000 is divisible by 400, it is a leap
year.
The temptation when writing code back in the 60’s 70’s and
80’s would be to just divide the year by four (actually for the
math majors out there - take the modulus using 4 and test the
remainder) because it would take care of all dates through

TRS-80 Model 1
http://www.fortunecity.com/marina/reach/435/

This image is from the PC Museum site at
http://www.fortunecity.com/marina/reach/435/
In 1977, the TRS-80 from Tandy Radio Shack was one of the
three first personal computers. TRS-DOS was its operating
system. The CPU was a Z80 chip, and it had 16 KB of RAM.

(February 29……….Continued on page 12)

March’s Interesting World Wide Web Locations
Tampa PC Users Group (that’s us)
Listen.com - music download directory
Netcraft Web Site Finder
Media News
Brill's Content
VB Information Center
WebExhibits Catalogue - Something interesting each day
America As It Was-Vintage Postcard Links
Calendars through the Ages
Tenement Museum

http://www.tpcug.org/
http://www.listen.com/
http://www.netcraft.com/
http://www.poynter.org/medianews/
http://www.brillscontent.com/
http://www.vbinformation.com/
http://www.webexhibits.com/
http://patsabin.com/VintagePostcards/index.htm
http://www.webexhibits.com/calendars/
http://www.wnet.org/archive/tenement/

Some of these links will join the many already on the Links page at our web site, where you need only click on the name.
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Beginning Access
Connections to Data
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and select Paste. Access selects “Structure and Data” for you,
click OK on that and it will ask you for a new name. I selected
“BackUp”.

By Merle Nicholson, Member at Large,
Tampa PC Users Group
merlenic@tampabay.rr.com
Very often you must import data into an Access table and do
some corrections to the data. The example in this article splits a
column containing names (lastname,firstname) into separate
columns for LastName and FirstName. It’s very easy to do
these things with a small amount of VBA code and an Update
Query.
I like to make Functions to accomplish these “data filtering”
problems like separating the Last Name from the First Name,
Uppercasing just the first letter of each word and so on. So I
have a little tool kit of general purpose functions to do this routinely. But what I’ll present here is a greatly simplified version
of three of these.
So to begin, I’ll show you the fictitious data we’re going to correct and also the end result. The idea here is that we start off

Now for a couple of VBA Functions. Open a new module, and
start a new function:
Public Function ParseLastName(ByVal S As String) As String
End Function

This will be our first go at a function to pull the last name from
the Name column. The S is the old, long Name string and it
“returns” the last name. That’s what the “As String” at the end
does. A Function takes zero or more parameters (in this case
ByVal S as String) and returns a result. Notice that we want to
do one database record at a time, and that suits this approach
very well. Add to this:

with the column “Name” that isn’t adequate for our purposes
and create two new columns “LastName” and “FirstName”. Actually, “LastName” is the first word in the Name column (a
‘String” of text ) and “FirstName” is the rest of the “String”.
Notice that strings in the original column have commas separating the data, which makes it a little easier to accomplish, but we
could have used just a blank or anything else.
So the first thing to do is to insert the columns we need. I simply inserted two new columns, “LastName” and “FirstName”,
and made them text. Then, referring back to Picture 1, I made a
backup of the original data. In the Database Manager, simply
right click on Members, and select Copy, then right click again

Public Function ParseLastName(S As String) As String
' ************************************************************
' Returns all the characters in S that appear before the Comma
' Lowercase all, then Uppercase the first letter.
' ************************************************************
Dim I As Integer
I = InStr(1, S, ",", vbTextCompare)
If I < 2 Then
ParseLastName = ""
Exit Function
Else
S = Mid(S, 1, I - 1)
S = LCase(S)
Mid(S, 1, 1) = UCase(Mid(S, 1, 1))
ParseLastName = S
End If
End Function

The first four lines are comments (note the single quote at the
beginning of the lines)
' ************************************************************
' Returns all the characters in S that appear before the Comma
‘ Lowercase all, then Uppercase the first letter.
(Access……….Continued on page 7)
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(Access……….Continued from page 6)
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in Picture 3.

' ************************************************************

Two of the lines are just decoration for readability, but the middle lines are a description of what the Function does. The line
Dim I As Integer declares a variable that we’ll be using to save
the position of the comma.
I = InStr(1, S, ",", vbTextCompare) uses the Instr(ing) function built into VBA. The Instr function uses three parameters:
The position to start (1), The string to search (S) and the character string to look for—in this case, a comma. The vbTextCompare is an option that ignores case, so a lowercase “a” is the
same as an uppercase “A”. It doesn’t apply here because we’re
looking for a comma, but we use it anyway. Instr saves the result in I. So this lines reads: Look for the comma in S, starting
with the first character and save the result in I.
The line If I < 2 then is a test to see if the comma is not found (I
will be a 0) or if it’s the first character (I = 1). If the comma is
the first character, then obviously there is no last name, so we’ll
just set the result to an empty string (the “”) and exit the function. If I is 2 or more then there will be a last name of at least
one character, so we’ll do the four lines between the Else and
the End If.
S = Mid(S, 1, I –1) Uses the VB Mid function to extract the
part of S from 1 to I – 1 and assigns it back to S.
S = LCase(S) Uses the LCase function to change the entire
word to lower case.
Mid(S, 1, 1) = UCase(Mid(S, 1, 1)) Uses both the Mid function and the UCase function to change the first letter of the
word to upper case.
ParseLastName = S Finishes it up, assigning the result to the
function name ParseLastName before exiting the function.
The second function ParseRestName is almost identical to
ParseLastName. Two changes were made. S=Mid(S, I + 1) is
different from the previous function in that this one returns the
part of S from I + 1 through to the end of the string – the remainder of the string past the comma. And we’ve added one
line S=Trim(S). This removes any leading and trailing blanks
from the string.
Public Function ParseRestName(ByVal S As String) As String
' **************************************************
' Returns all the characters in S that appear After the Comma
' Lowercase all, then Uppercase the first letter.
' ************************************************************
Dim I As Integer
I = InStr(1, S, ",", vbTextCompare)
If I < 2 Then
ParseRestName = ""
Exit Function
Else
S = Mid(S, I + 1)
S = LCase(S)
S = Trim(S)
Mid(S, 1, 1) = UCase(Mid(S, 1, 1))
ParseRestName = S
End If
End Function

So now we have the two functions for now. They look as shown

Now we’ll use the two Functions in an update query. Select
the Query tab and press New. Select Design View, and in this
case I’ll select the Members table in the Show Table, then close
it. Go to the menu under Query, and select Update Query. From
the list of fields in the table, pull the LastName column down to
the first Field column and then pull the FirstName column down
to the second Field column.
In the Update to: row for LastName type in: ParseLastName
([members].[name]), and for FirstName type in: ParseRestName([members].[name]). So this will use the ParseLastName function to update the LastName column and the ParseRestName to update the FirstName column. Close the query and
name it SplitName, then run it. Here’s the query – Picture 4:

And when you run the query, here’s what the data will look like.
(This picture is minus the Cline, P; I put this in later as a further
test.)
(Access……….Continued on page 8)
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nation of Mid and UCase will uppercase the Next character.
So we’ll close and save the module – it now has three functions.
And we’ll make a new Update Query as before, and name it
EachWord. It looks like this:

Well, what’s wrong with this? Two things. One is that LaMartin
is not correct, and the initials are not uppercased. So we’ll have
to correct the initials. There just isn’t any way to correct LaMartin except manually. That’s OK here because we’ve saved a lot
of work. Imagine if there were a thousand names.
Now to tackle the second problem, and we’ll write a new function UpperEachWord to Module1 for this.
Public Function UpperEachWord(ByVal S As String) As String
' **************************************************
' Lowercases all text and then Uppercases the first
' Letter of each word.
' **************************************************
Dim I As Integer
S = LCase(S) ' Lower case all characters
Mid(S, 1, 1) = UCase(Mid(S, 1, 1)) ' Always uppercase the first letter
For I = 1 To Len(S) - 1
' Look at all characters except the last
If Mid((S), I, 1) = "." Or Mid((S), I, 1) = " " Or Mid((S), I, 1) = "," Or
Mid((S), I, 1) = ";" Then
Mid(S, I + 1, 1) = UCase(Mid(S, I + 1, 1))
End If
Next I
UpperEachWord = S
End Function
Dim I As Integer As before, reserves I as a variable
S = LCase(S) Lower case all characters
Mid(S, 1, 1) = UCase(Mid(S, 1, 1)) Always uppercase the first letter
For I = 1 To Len(S) - 1 The top of a loop to look at all characters except the
last
Next I
Is the bottom of the loop.
And in between the For – Next statements:
If Mid((S), I, 1) = "." Or Mid((S), I, 1) = " " Or Mid((S), I, 1) = "," Or Mid
((S), I, 1) = ";" Then
Mid(S, I + 1, 1) = UCase(Mid(S, I + 1, 1))
End If

And as the loop steps through each character of S, this group of
statements tests the characters to see if the character is a blank,
period, comma or semicolon. And if any are found, the combi-

So in this update query, we’ll just update the FirstName column
with an Update to: of UpperEachWord([members].
[FirstName]). Save and run it. So the results now are:

Now to finish it up, you can select the Name column and hit the
delete key. And save the module for the next time you have to
transform names. I’ve probably converted a dozen or more tables in this manner.
It also points out the versatility of Visual Basic for Applications. VBA allows you to extend the language itself by writing
your own functions and using them in the same manner as builtin functions. 
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Free ISPs and Other Thoughts
By Don Patzsch, Tampa PC Users Group
patzsch@acomp.usf.edu
For those of you who might be interested, let me tell you that I
have never had to pay for Internet access.
Many years ago I joined the University IBM PC Users Group.
The University gave the group 15 MB of space on the mainframe used by the students. (The University has many mainframes.) This space was used to store the group's member list,
and also for general information. We made the mailing labels
for a large membership list. In 1981 all the people who had an
interest in computers were a member of this group.
Now, in the year 2000, if you are over 60 you may take
courses at the University of South Florida at no cost. I have
paid for some courses because I wanted to receive credit for
those courses. The advantages of this system are not readily
apparent. You get many, many perks as a student: discounts
on computer purchases, and we used to get about half price
for the newspapers, for instance. (The Tribune and the Times
were real cheap compared to the "regular" price) At USF they
have many locations where there is computer stuff set up for
you to use. When you run computers of different makes and
styles, you gain a lot of "experience". I have taken almost
every computer course they offer at USF: C, UNIX, FORTRAN, COBOL, BASIC, and other computer languages;
Software Engineering, HTML, Internet, and so on. If you elect
to take the course for free, you do not have to take any exams,
nor do you get University credit. You do, however, get an account on the University system. You might elect to take a
course called Biblical Archaeology, or maybe Astronomy, or
Life after Death, or any of many courses if you want a
rounded education. Staff members and their spouses also get a
free account on the system. I can't list it all.
Now, the web became a worldwide phenomenon, as you already know. At the present time, many, many sites are offering absolutely free access to the internet. Many others will
now be offering a free fast connection called xDSL. You may
go to the AltaVista site and register for free access. It takes
only a few minutes, and there are no embarrassing questions
to be answered. You can be on the Internet in a few minutes
by this means. What you see is a one-inch advertising bar
across your screen. You can move it up or down but you can't
take it off your screen. You must click on one of the advertisements occasionally (though you need not buy anything) as that
is the way that AltaVista pays for the process. I have been using this for several months, and it is very worthwhile to join.
If for any reason your current ISP site is not convenient, you
can fall back to this one. I can find nothing but user friendly,
always there and steady service. I have not ever called and
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found the lines busy. I really recommend AltaVista.
Yesterday, I bought some shoes at Kmart, and I noticed they
had a free CD ROM for their free access which they offer with
Yahoo. I put the software on my computer and filled out the
registration. It asked for the yearly income, but I tagged "less
than $24,000" because I do not want to put my income down
on any of the Internet sites. In a matter of minutes, I was on
the Internet, a space of about one inch across the bottom of
the screen has advertisements and other information. I set my
screen to bring up Yahoo and I use my own custom screen. It
has the latest news, and the stock market info that I want and
other bits of information so that I can one click go to various
sites. There are music videos as you start the call to Bluelight,
and this takes a minute or so. Once that you get on, the only
drawback is the advertising. I do not find that a problem as I
know that they must try to make money some way. If a minute's delay at sign on and a one inch line of advertising bother
you, try AltaVista as it is better in that respect.
I use the Netscape browser, and I just signed on to the AltaVista service, which I am now on. I type google.com in the
Netscape location box, and when I got there I searched for
"free internet access". You see a list of sites: AltaVista, Juno,
Netzero, Free Internet Access, FreePC, Freei.net, Lifestyle,
Excite, Monday, Tritium, and many other free sites.
Remember, free Internet access is not new; in Europe it has
been available for some time. I also went to Free DSL access,
and the list of information is too long to be printed here. I
have signed up for a free DSL access to start in April. By that
time, I expect we will all be looking at the various services
offered free.
Juno: it is a long winded process to join Juno. It is not the type
of service I would choose because they also have a subscription service, and I expect that they will want you to join that.
The advertising space is about the same as the others. I much
prefer AltaVista because it is so easy to use, and it is simple.
Juno is more unfriendly to the user. I have used it, and it
works, but I am not interested in it. One other thing. Newsgroups are not available from some of these sites. You can't
have everything!
I have tried to give you a thought about what I do in my spare
time. We need YOU to write an article for the newsletter to
tell us what YOU do with your computer. Everyone wants to
know. 
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Special Interest Groups

To be included on the TPCUG genealogy mailing list, contact
Jenny Lind Olin at 960-5723 or jlolin@aol.com

Internet SIG

Visual Basic SIG

This SIG meets the first Monday of the month at 6 PM at the
Reflectone Building, off West Waters Ave. You must sign
up to get on the list and to get by security. Contact Mike
Hodges at hodges@reflectone.com. For directions, see the
map at our web site or contact Mike Hodges.

This SIG meets the third Tuesday of the month, at the Gateway 2000 Store on North Dale Mabry (just south of Columbus
Drive) at 6 PM. For information, contact Merle Nicholson at
merlenic@tampabay.rr.com.

We consider all topics concerned with creating web sites. We
study sites of interest from the web and those created by
members of the SIG. And, in general, we consider anything
of interest concerning the Internet.
Genealogy SIG

(President……….Continued from page 1)
th

On April 4 at 7pm, The Greater Tampa Bay Computer Users
Group will host a Microsoft presentation at USF in the Bio Science Facility auditorium. The Bio Science Facility is known as
BSF and is located just west of the northern end of the main entrance of USF (from Fowler Ave.). The auditorium is room 100
and is bracketed by the “L” shaped BSF building and can seat
200 people in a theater-style setting. We’ve been invited to attend. I told Parker Monroe that he should be able to count on at
least 30 of us attending, so if you have an interest in whatever
Microsoft has to present, please try to make it. USF now requires all visitors to pay a $2.00 parking fee. You will need to
stop at the Visitor’s Center located just off of Fowler on the
East side of the main entrance road. You can get more information about USF at http://www.usf.edu and a map at http://www.
lib.usf.edu/geninfo/campus.html. We will also have our regular April 12th meeting.
I saw a few of you at the Microsoft Windows 2000
“Event” (their word, not mine!). I never nap in the afternoon,
but I was sure tempted. I also rarely complain, but I really felt
my time had been terribly wasted. The program was disorganized and uninformative. I did run into some old friends from my
SYSOP days, so it wasn’t a total waste.
Dan Pfeiffer of CompUSA will be the presenter at our March 8th
meeting. He’s done several presentations for the Brandon
group, so it should be a good meeting. Please come and bring a
friend.
Once again I need to mention that the presentations calendar for
2000 is almost empty. If you have experience with a specific
program, please share your talents with the group. If you aren’t
comfortable standing up and giving a presentation, then write
down what you know and submit it to William LaMartin for the
newsletter. The strength of the group is based on the efforts of
each individual. Hope to see you on March 8th. 

Windows SIG
This SIG occupies the first 30 minutes of our monthly, regular
meeting at MOSI and is devoted to a general Windows and
computing discussion. Mary Sheridan moderates the discussion.

(Minutes……….Continued from page 2)

other information is on the envelope. The bar code readers require the 300 dpi resolution to work properly. Postage can be
printed to either an envelope or labels, and, with integration into
programs like Word or Outlook, postage can be printed directly
to a document and used with a windowed envelope. If the postage becomes damaged you can contact e-stamp for a postal
claim form to be reimbursed by the Post Office.
The e-stamp program itself is capable of automatically determining correct postage for many different variables. Charts for
different zones, package size and weight, shipping preferences,
etc., are all accessible through pop up windows. e-stamp keeps
up to date on all changes to postal regulations and prices, and
updated rates will be made available to all users for the life of
the company. They do not currently support registered mail, but
they are working on it. The Postal Service requires printed postage to be sent in 24 hrs. E-stamp allows post dating of up to
three days, and, if you forget to send your mail in time, a date
correction label can be printed and added to the original postage.
The electronic vault is transferable to any machine equipped
with a parallel port. When the vault is added to a new machine,
you have to return to e-stamp’s web site and enter your registration information. This will verify the correct user is still in possession of the vault and prevents theft. Re-registering is only
required the first time a user moves to a new machine. The vault
can be moved back and forth to any machine it has been registered on.
e-stamp is available in retail stores or by calling 888-4 e-stamp.
The initial purchase price is $49.99. There is no monthly service fee as with other online postage companies, but they make
their income by charging a service fee from 10% to 5% on postage purchases. The minimum service fee is $4.99 and the maxi(Minutes……….Continued on page 12)
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Friends of the User Group
We acknowledge the following firms for their support

RENEWING YOUR MEMBERSHIP?
WE CERTAINLY HOPE YOU WILL
MAIL YOUR CHECK AND ANY
ADDRESS OR NAME CHANGES TO:

Museum of Science and Industry
Gateway 2000
Reflectone
Marshall & Stevens
And these software and hardware vendors for their demonstrations and review software and contributions of evaluation
software to our group
Adobe Systems
Broderbund
Corel Systems
Intuit
Knowledge Adventure
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Microsoft
PowerQuest
RDI, Inc.
SoftKey International
Symantec

TAMPA PC USERS GROUP
PO BOX 3492
TAMPA, FL 33601-3492
$25 Individual
$35 Family
$60 Corporate = 3 employees + $20 each add'l employee
Go to our web site http://www.tpcug.org and click on
the Join link to fill in an online membership application
Check the address label for your renewal month

MEMBERS’ HELP LINE

Program
Adobe Acrobat
AOL
Computer general
Delphi
DOS
Family Tree Maker
Hardware general
Hardware Modem
Hardware Printer
HTML coding
Internet general
Micrografx Graphics Suite
Microsoft Access
Microsoft Excel
Microsoft FrontPage
Microsoft Office Suite
Microsoft Publisher
Microsoft Visual Basic
Microsoft Word
Networking
PAF
PaintShop PRO
Quicken
Windows 3.1
Windows 95/98
Windows NT
WordPerfect

Code
AA
AOL
CG
DE
DOS
FTM
HG
HM
HP
HTM
IG
MGS
MA
ME
FP
MOS
MP
VB
MW
N
PAF
PSP
Q
W3
W95/98
WNT
WP

Name

Phone

Codes
HTM,PSP,WP

Warren Fuss

10:00am - 9:00pm M - 914-0008
F
Mon - Sun 6:00pm - 989-9119
10:00pm
10am - 9:30pm
949-6844

Bob LaFave

8:00pm-10:00pm

248-3379

W95/W98, MOS

William LaMartin

Mon - Fri 9:00am 9:00pm
Mon - Fri 7:30pm 9:30pm; weekends
Mon - Sun 8:00am 10:00pm

251-3817

960-5723

AA, FTM, IG, MOS,
MP, VB, W95
CG, DE, DOS, HG,
HM, HP, VB
ME, MW, PAF, Q, WP

689-8662

CG

988-6480

AOL, CG, DOS, HG,
IG, MW, Q, W95, W98

Cheryl Alexander
Larry Anders

Merle Nicholson
Jenny Lind Olin

Time

Don Patzsch
Mary Sheridan

9:30am - 9:00pm

879-3602

AOL, ME, MW, FP,
PSP
CG, WNT, N

We encourage other members to add their names to the list of those willing to
assist fellow members with their computer problems. Contact William
LaMartin to add your name to the list.

Tampa PC Users Group, Inc.
P. O. Box 3492
Tampa, FL 33601-3492

NONPROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
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PERMIT NO. 1917

Member: Your membership is up for renewal
Vendor: Your product was reviewed on page __
(Minutes……….Continued from page 10)

mum fee is $24.99 (on the $500 in postage). e-stamp ships with an
address correction CD that will check and correct addresses and zip
codes for your destination. Quick Books Pro 2000 ships with a full
version of e-stamp.

E Fletcher Ave

After the presentation we had our weekly drawing. Among the winners were Will Goble, John Witmer, Brian Lance, Mike
Hutchinson, Clark Evans, and Ed Snow. Congratulations to you all.


USF
E Fowler Ave

Parking

(February 29……….Continued from page 5)

2099. I saw (and wrote – myself ) plenty of that kind of code. But,
of course, it would have been no good if you were doing calculations on days in the past or future. For instance, on a 30-year house
payment or a 100-year property lease, calculating the wrong number of days may throw the payment off by maybe the price of a cup
of cappuccino.
So, when we spent the $100 billion the last couple of years for
Y2K, we all did the right thing - right? We simply made it accurate
from now on. So instead of calculating for a modulo 4, we also did
100 and 400.
And you’d thought you’d heard the last of this in January! 

Meeting site: MOSI
4801 E Fowler
Main Entrance

To Tampa
The map is not to scale

N

