http://www.tpcug.org

Bits of
Blue

May in Tampa

A Monthly Publication of the Tampa PC Users Group, Inc.
Vol. 19 No. 5

May 2006

Meeting
Shared Calendars,
Contact Lists and More by
Kevan Sheridan

Editor’s Comments

Wednesday, May 10, 2006
6:30 PM
Art Pepin Hospitality Room
Pepin Distributing Co.
4121 N 50th St
Tampa, Florida

By William LaMartin, Editor, Tampa PC Users Group
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As mentioned last month, I had an old computer’s main hard
drive fail on me and thought I might buy a USB drive enclosure, put the drive in it and see what data I could rescue. Well,
I did just that, buying one for $29 with in-store rebate at
COMPUSA. The case was real flimsy (what do you expect for
$29), but it worked flawlessly.
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Meeting Preview: This month Kevan Sheridan will demonstrate programs allowing you to share calendars and contact
lists. We will also have the usual half-hour Windows SIG.
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I have a Netcom (now owned by EarthLink) email account that
I have had for many years. I don’t get rid of it because it is a
dial-up account and handy for travel—but less handy now that
so many hotels provide free—or cheap—wireless connections.
Also, it is the account I used when I set up all my early Internet
domains and web hosting accounts. Anyway, recently it
started asking me for my username and password. That happens occasionally with all my accounts. Normally you just
(Comments……….Continued on page 8)

June Meeting: The Anatomy of the Modern Computer — Merle Nicholson
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Bits of Blue is published by the Tampa PC Users Group, Inc., a State of
Florida registered non-profit corporation, to provide educational information about
personal computer systems to its members. Our mailing address is P. O. Box
3492, Tampa, FL 33601-3492.
However, for business concerning this newsletter, Bits of Blue, please
contact the Editor, William LaMartin, at 821 S. Boulevard, Tampa, FL 336062904; 813-251-3817; lamartin@tampabay.rr.com.
Technical information found in this publication is not necessarily
compatible with your hardware and software; plus other errors or misprints could
occur from time to time. Therefore, the use of programs, commands, functions or
anything of a technical nature appearing in this publication will be at your own
risk.

RENEWING YOUR MEMBERSHIP?
WE CERTAINLY HOPE YOU WILL
MAIL YOUR CHECK AND ANY
ADDRESS OR NAME CHANGES TO:
TAMPA PC USERS GROUP
PO BOX 3492
TAMPA, FL 33601-3492
$25 Individual
$35 Family
$60 Corporate = 3 employees + $20 each add'l employee
Go to our web site http://www.tpcug.org and click on the
Join link to fill in an online membership application
Check the address label for your renewal month

Friends of the User Group
We acknowledge the following for their support
Marshall & Stevens
Pepin Distributing Co.
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Minutes of the April Meeting
By Doug Mullis, Secretary, Tampa PC Users Group
dmullis@tampabay.rr.com
Member at Large Mary Sheridan started the SIG portion of our meeting at 6:40 pm. She announced that
Nancy Cottrell’s mother passed away on Apr. 11th at
the age of 94. Nancy and her brother are making funeral arrangements at this time. We offer our condolences to Nancy and family.
Mary served as our “Greeter” this evening as Bruce
Register and his wife are celebrating their 48th wedding anniversary with a night on the town. We wish
you two many more! Guests this evening included
Joseph and Ewana Weaver, Debbie Whittaker and
Tim Kearns. Please return and join our group.
Mary asked who needed membership cards, as it has
been several months since new ones were distributed. Also, if you need a nametag, email Mary at
mcpeace@mindspring.com. If you have taken your
name tag home, please remember to bring it back.
Mary announced that Microsoft is releasing Office
2007 in several suites, but that the prices are high.
Office Basic only comes as an OEM and includes
Word, Excel and Outlook. Office Home & Student
will sell for $149 and includes Word, Excel, OneNote and PowerPoint. Office Standard will include
Word, Excel, Outlook and PowerPoint, selling for
$399, or $239 as an upgrade. Office Small Business
is offered for $449, or $279 as an upgrade and includes Word, Excel, OneNote, PowerPoint, Outlook
w/Business Contact Manager and Publisher. Office
Professional Plus will only be available through multiple licensing.
Mary turned the meeting over to our president, John
Witmer, who gave a PowerPoint presentation
(Minutes……….Continued on page 7)
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Presenting Genealogy on an Autorun CD
By Merrill Friend, Tampa PC Users Group
mpf1719@verizon.net
There are many ways of presenting genealogy information to family members, and I wanted to give
them all a CD which would automatically run in their
individual computers. I wanted a CD which would
provide a copy of the family tree as well as comments about individual idiosyncrasies and wellknown quotations of some family members no longer
with us. It would be a lot of information. So much
so that I decided to break the information down into
four separate presentations. This helped separate
subject material and the smaller presentations loaded
more rapidly than one large presentation.
These presentations are listed below:
•
•
•
•

Family Genealogy
Family Photographs
More Family Photographs
Supporting Genealogy

The Supporting Genealogy contains copies of census
forms, book pages, letters, genealogy notes written
by long-deceased ancestors about family and the
politics of the day, and similar data.
I also wanted to do this in plain English that all could
easily read and understand without the need for special genealogy software, which ordinary word processing programs cannot understand. The specialized
programs are very valuable when assembling information and understanding our relationships with
each other but this wasn’t what I had in mind for my
CD.
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music for each presentation. I did not want anyone
to have to click on a music icon to accomplish this.
I wanted the music to change as each presentation
was pulled up. I found that all this could be accomplished with PowerPoint.
I began my project research on the internet, where I
found information on preparing a PowerPoint Autorun CD by Echo Swinford, which was exactly what I
wanted. That website is found at http://
www.indezine.com/products/powerpoint/
ppautorunviewer.html. They also have information
on Sound Across Slides which was most helpful.
I also found a similar Microsoft article entitled, How
to play music or sounds across multiple slides in
PowerPoint 2002, which, along with the Indezine
article, put everything in perspective.
At this point I had already done all the heavy genealogical research. Also, the PowerPoint slides were
ready. Now I needed to make it all work as desired.
The first item was to set up my music files for each
presentation. Select Insert, Movies and Sounds, then
Sound from File. When “Sound from File” is selected, your sound files will appear. When one is
selected, you will be asked if you want that file to
run automatically. Select “yes.” Then right click on
the sound icon on your screen and the options, including “Custom Animation,” will appear. Select
“Custom Animation,” and the Custom Animation
screen will appear. Select the track you want to
play, and the next menu contains “Effect Options” as
an available choice. Select “Effect Options” and the
Play Sound screen appears. The Stop Playing option will be open. Change it to stop playing after
999 slides.

I decided to see what could be accomplished using
Microsoft’s PowerPoint software since later versions
make it possible for this program to be prepared with
a PowerPoint viewer, allowing users to run the CD
even if they do not have the PowerPoint program on
their computer.
Finally, I wanted appropriate music to play automatically through all four presentations, with different

(Genealogy……….Continued on page 4)
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it to be certain it works properly. If the copy works
fine, the original can now be saved. This illustration
shows the procedure with a single presentation. If
there are several presentations, the sound will have to
be set up separately in each, and each will have a
separate music track. When all are done, we can proceed to packaging all presentations together.
Packaging the Presentation(s) and Preparing the
Autorun CD.
I am working with PowerPoint’s 2002 version. The
2003 version is less work since the old “Pack and Go”
product is eliminated and replaced by a “Package for
CD” product. To make the 2002 product do the job, I
needed to download from Microsoft the 2003
“viewer” for the 2002 product. With that viewer in
my possession I was able proceed as follows:
With PowerPoint on the first slide of the first presentation, click on “File” and “Pack and Go” and the following image will appear.

(Genealogy……….Continued from page 3)

Now close the Custom Animation window and right
click on the sound icon again, and the resulting menu
will offer the option of playing the music in a loop
until stopped. Check the “Loop until stopped” option.
It will then restart as often as needed. On my machine there is about a seven second delay when a song
ends before it restarts.
If the sound
icon disturbs
you, it can be
moved out of
the way to the
side, and the
sound will play
just the same.
Save a copy of
the file and run

You will pick the files to pack, choose a destination
folder to keep them in, and link all the music together.
If there are 3 or more presentations with separate
music for each, you must highlight all linked presentations other than the first presentation and
make only one selection. If all are highlighted, it
will work. It will not work if they are selected individually. The software allows only one selection of
ALL presentations to be linked. You will be given an
opportunity to use the “Pack and Go” viewer. Do not
download this viewer. Select the option “Don’t include the viewer” and proceed to finish the package.
(Genealogy……….Continued on page 5)
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Internet Picture of the Month

See image below:

Pack and Go will give you two files,
PNGSETUP.EXE and Prez0.ppz. Double click
PNGSETUP and unpack the Pack and Go files.
There are seven files in the 2003 viewer you
downloaded which you now need to copy and place
in the folder with the unpacked Pack and Go files. I
had mine in C:\Program\Microsoft Office\Powerpoint viewer.
These files are: gdiplus.dll, intidate.dll, ppview.exe,
ppvwintl.dll, pvreadme.htm, saext.dll, and unicows.dll.
My packaged product ended up looking like this:
(Genealogy……….Continued on page 6)

Price of Gasoline in NYC July 2, 1936
From the New York Public Library site at http://
www.nypl.org/. The specific page for this photo is
http://www.nypl.org/research/chss/spe/art/photo/
abbottex/cny0840.html. By the way, $.11 gas +
$.04 Tax = $.15/gal in 1936 is roughly equal to
$2.10/gal now.

May’s Interesting World Wide Web Locations
Tampa PC Users Group (that’s us)
Arnaud Frich Photographie
Citizens Against Government Waste
New York Public Library

http://www.tpcug.org/
http://www.arnaudfrichphoto.com/menu.htm
http://www.cagw.org/
http://www.nypl.org/

Some of these links will join the many already on the Links page at our web site, where you need only click on the name.
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To test the work click on the Play (batch)
file. If all
was done correctly it should work. Then this folder of
files may be burned to a CD. They should be loose on

the CD and not inside a folder.
I was pleased with the results. It suited my purposes
and I have enjoyed sharing this material with my relatives and I like to think they enjoyed it also. Geneaology is an ongoing process. I have since learned of additional information which should be added to my family
tree so future revisions of this CD are planned.
The final face pages of two of the four presentations are
illustrated. 
There are three additional files which must be created
or modified. They are Autorun.inf, playlist.txt and
Play.bat. Pack and Go creates a file called playlist.LST. That file must be changed to a text file in
Notepad. When opened the LST file will look similar
to this: /s “SamplePresentation.ppt.” The Indezine material explained that the “s” indicated the presentation
would begin with a splash screen and the /s should be
removed. They also indicated the name or names of
the presentations should not be in quotation marks.
The final playlist.txt file, the Autorun.inf file, and the
play.bat files are shown below after their creation in the
Notepad.

I learned that the /L tells the new viewer to read the
playlist which is in playlist.txt. The file is saved as
Autorun.inf. Finally, a batch file was created to start
the whole thing and it was also created in Notepad and
looks as follows:
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Special Interest Groups
Microsoft Access SIG
This SIG meets the first Tuesday of the month at 6:30 PM.
The meeting location varies. For information contact William
LaMartin at lamartin@tampabay.rr.com, or Merle Nicholson
at merle@merlenicholson.com.
Digital Imaging SIG
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Visual Basic for Applications SIG
This SIG meets the third Wednesday of the month at 6:30 PM.
The meeting location varies. For information contact William
LaMartin at lamartin@tampabay.rr.com.
Windows SIG
This SIG occupies the first 30 minutes of our monthly, regular
meeting and is devoted to a general Windows and computing
discussion. Mary Sheridan moderates the discussion.

This SIG meets the fourth Monday of the month at Pepin Distributors at 6:30 PM. For information contact Mary Sheridan at
mcpease@mindspring.com.

(Minutes……….Continued from page 2)

brought back from the FACUG Spring Conference.
The title is “Power Zappers,” originally given by
Carl Lofstrom, which suggests ways to troubleshoot
and speed up your PC. John went through the presentation. We have seen many of the suggestions before, and a number of comments were offered by
Bob LaFave and other members. Let John know if
you would like a copy of this package. You can
reach John at president@tpcug.org
At this point we went into an abbreviated business
meeting. Mary introduced the officers and suggested
dues payments to Treasurer Mike Hodges. Copies of
the newsletter were distributed to guests. Next
month’s speaker will be our vice-president, Kevan
Sheridan, on Airset online calendar. John reminded
attendees to register/check info on the sign in sheet.
At 7:10 pm, Mary introduced our speaker for the
evening, her daughter, Michelle Holminsky, and her
husband, Jay, to tell us all about eBay. Michelle
said first bring up the eBay home page and register.
This sets up your account with a user name and
password. Next peruse the site and determine what
you want to do. Choices include Buy, Sell, My
eBay, Community and Help. My eBay is my favorite. Specialty sites include eBay Express, eBay Motors, eBay Stores, Live Auctions, Reviews and
Guides, Want it Now and eBay Business.
There are some charges for listing items for sale.
There is an Insertion Fee, which ranges from $.20

for items under $1 to $4.80 for items valued over
$500. There is a Picture Fee of $.15 per picture; however, the first is free. And then there is the Final
Value Fee, which is 5.25% of the selling price. You
need also to figure what it is going to cost you to ship
the item. I usually use $ 4.00 to cover anywhere
within the U.S. But you can get actual postal fees,
which you include in your asking price. You also
need to set a cut off date/time for your item. You also
will want to set a minimum bid amount, state the condition of the item and include a picture.
Michelle showed us an ad for a pair of children’s play
shoes she had placed with a cut-off time during her
presentation at the meeting. She had hoped to show
the flurry of last minute bidding that usually occurs,
but alas, there were no bidders. Apparently all children are well-heeled at this time. She said that around
Christmas things are a lot more active and bid prices
rise.
Michelle and Jay answered many questions our members had about payment methods, seller ratings and
experiences with eBay. We all learned how to get rid
of our treasures and make a little money without leaving home. Thank you, Michelle and Jay.
We took a short break for refreshments and then concluded the meeting at about 8:30 pm. There were no
door prizes this evening. Members were reminded to
leave their nametags and to return any they have at
the next meeting. 

Tampa PC Users Group, Inc.
P. O. Box 3492
Tampa, FL 33601-3492

First Class Mail

Member: Your membership is up for renewal
Vendor: Your product was reviewed on page __

(Comments……….Continued from page 1)

wait a few minutes—or hours—and then everything
will be OK. Not so this time.
I finally contacted EarthLink via an online chat. To
make a fairly long story short, my password had
been changed from one I had used since 1995 to the
word “petlura.” I didn’t make the change, although
Earthlink assured me that it had to be me or someone to whom I had given my information.
I know a bit about email servers, databases and programming, and I am pretty sure that the change was
made by something EarthLink did. However, we
will never know. I suspect they were making a password change for another client of Ukrainian heritage, and it got applied to my account instead. Why
Ukrainian? Do a Google search on the word petlura.
It is not exactly a random collection of letters.
I purchased the latest version of Street Atlas USA
and, for our web site placing second in the FACUG
contest, received a copy of Streets and Trips. I’ll
perhaps compare the two next month. 

