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Meeting Preview: Merle Nicholson will give a presentation
on configuring Vista. Bob LaFave will conduct the Windows
SIG at the beginning of the meeting as usual.
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By William LaMartin, Editor, Tampa PC Users Group
lamartin@tampabay.rr.com
My current computer was built in November of 2005. Beginning in
July of 2007, I started to have problems with some of its fans. The
first fan to cause a problem was the CPU fan, pictured as the first
image below in the continuation of the article. It is a fairly large
fan positioned on top of the processor and secured with four screws.
It began to make a noise when the computer was started, and the
noise would come back later as the computer ran.
I ordered a replacement fan of the same size, except that it was
slightly thicker, from Newegg. That solved that problem.
July seems to be a bad month for computer fans because, this July, I
began receiving a message that the Chip Fan, as shown in the photo
below, had either failed or was not rotating fast enough when I
would boot the computer. Simply turning off the computer and
then starting it again solved this occasional problem (about one out
of four or five startups). Finally the problem got to the point that
turning the computer off and then on did not solve it. And when
(Comments……….Continued on page 3)

October Meeting: Steve Singer speaking on new computer hardware
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Minutes of the August Meeting
By Jim Purcell, Secretary, Tampa PC Users Group
Edward_J_P@MSN.com
The meeting opened at 6:40 pm. Bob LaFave started the
meeting by opening the Windows SIG. He announced that
he had changed the format for this meeting because there
had been so many questions about "wireless technology".
He said that he thought the best way to satisfy these questions in a way that would be most fully understood by all
members was to present a demonstration in which he
would methodically go through the steps of setting up a
wireless router he had brought to the meeting. He discussed in detail the requirements for security and invited
comments and questions from the members on a number
of approaches to securing wireless connections. There
was a discussion of the consequences of not taking the
time to make the setup properly secure. He demonstrated
how to disable and reactivate the wireless connection.
Bob also discussed the advantages and disadvantages of
using “MAC addresses” to further enhance security. He
pointed out the need to keep up with both firmware and
software updates of your router.
Additionally, he cautioned to be aware of the baggage
that comes with some free software and updates to thirdparty software. At the end of the presentation, a member
mentioned having trouble connecting her printer to her
new computer. Bob believed that it was a driver problem
and showed her how to locate and download the latest
driver for her printer. He also mentioned the advantages
of setting up the printer as a network printer if it has either an Ethernet or a wireless connection.
John Witmer opened the business portion of the meeting
at 7:12 pm. He reminded the members of the importance
to our group for all members and guests to log in at each
meeting. Jenny Lind Olin had volunteered to bring in
software and hardware that she is no longer using to see if
any of the members could make use of either. John urged
her to bring it to the next meeting and also encouraged
other members who had similar items to bring them in for
members to examine. Doug Mullis mentioned that several
(Minutes……….Continued on page 4)

We acknowledge

Pepin Distributing Co.
for their support

September 2008

Bits of Blue

Page 3

revolving and made me and the computer happy. Unfortunately this required me to leave the cover off the computer so as to be able to rotate the fan each time I started
the computer. Not good, and possibly not safe.
I ran all of these problems by member Merle Nicholson,
my hardware expert. He offered three solutions. Buy a
replacement fan, buy a replacement heat sink that was
larger and, hence, did not need a fan, or take the current
fan out and try to oil it and get it spinning smoothly.

(Comments……….Continued from page 1)

you get that message from the BIOS that a fan is malfunctioning, if you want to use the computer you have to
go into the BIOS and change the fan settings in the
Power sub-menu. For the Chip Fan, which is more accurately called the Northbridge Chip Fan, there are only
two options—Enable Fan Monitoring or Disable it. So I
disabled it and was, thus, able to use my computer. I
used it this way for several days but then began to worry
about what would eventually happen. Since I had removed the cover to the computer, I could touch the combination fan/heat sink for the Northbridge Chip and tell
that it was hot. In fact, I noted that I could almost get the
fan revolving if I tried to spin it with my little finger. So,
using a small pair of side cutters, I cut away the metal
that held the fan cover to the heat sink to totally expose
all of the fan’s blades as shown below. This allowed me
to spin the fan counter-clockwise, which started the fan

A replacement heat sink without a fan or a replacement of
exactly the same thing I had (assuming that could even be
gotten from the motherboard manufacturer, Asus) would
entail taking the motherboard out of the computer to do
the installation. Here is a link to how to do that.:
http://euroalps.eu/technology/Computing/
Chipset_Cooling/Remove_existing_fan/
remove_existing_fan.html You will note that the fan
looks a bit different from mine, but the removal process
would be the same.
I opted for trying to remove the fan from the heat sink and
then oiling it. In the previous image you can clearly see
one Phillips-head screw attaching the fan to the heat sink.
There are actually two more such screws, and, with a
small Phillips-head screwdriver, I was able to remove the
fan. The removed fan is shown in the first photo below.
Unfortunately, I could see no place to oil it, since Merle
did not tell me the whole story. You need to remove that
white circular adhesive paper cover, seen in the next
photo, to see the bearing of the fan. Not knowing this, I
simply hit the fan with a fair amount of compressed air
(Comments……….Continued on page 4)
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(Comments…….Continued from page 3)

and reinstalled it, with the result that it now would not
even start when I rotated it with my finger. A call to
Merle informed me about the paper cover over the bearing, and I then knew that I would have to remove the fan
again (a magnetized screwdriver is a big help here, so as
to not drop any screws).
The second image shows the now exposed ceramic (or
plastic) bearing in the center. Applying a few drops of
oil to the bearing and working the fan at first produced
nothing. But finally, with more oil and more rotating and
then turning the fan vertical from horizontal, the fan spun
very easily. I reinstalled the fan and watched it with the
computer cover off for a few days. Everything seemed
fine. So I went back into the BIOS and reset the Chip
Fan to be monitored. I also set the CPU fan to give me a
warning if it went below 800 RPM and the Chassis fan to
do the same. However, on startup, I received a CPU fan
warning. And looking at the information about the fans in
the BIOS showed that the fan was rotating at 795 RPM,
occasionally reading above 800. The fan seemed fine, so,
in order to be able to use the computer, I disabled the
CPU fan monitoring since 800 rpm was the lowest available setting.
And that is where I am in my fan saga—waiting to see if
my oiling of the Chip fan is a long term solution. 

(Minutes……….Continued from page 2)

members were behind in their dues. He also reminded us
that we have not finalized the agreement with the Brandon User Group to swap presenters. Doug will reopen the
discussion with the Brandon group. Doug said that our
current schedule is filled through December. Merle
Nicholson will give a presentation on Vista in September,
Steve Singer will give a presentation in October and Jim
Purcell will give a presentation in November. Our annual
Christmas party will be in December.
William LaMartin began his presentation on Digital Photography and Programming. William gave a history of his
experience with cameras that began with a Brownie camera when he was nine years old on a visit to California.
That experience led to his acquisition of increasingly sophisticated film cameras and a broadening interest in
photography. He showed pictures which depicted the improvements in the tools of photography, his methods of
using the technology and a pictorial history of the
changes in our society that were taking place at the same
time. He purchased a Canon G1 in 2000 as his first digital camera followed by a Nikon D100, then a Nikon
D200. He talked about scanning his negatives and slides
in order to preserve their quality in digital format. He has
so far scanned approximately 8,600 negatives and slides
(approximately 30 gigabytes). He estimates that this is
about half of his collection of negatives and slides. The
negatives and slides are scanned to allow a 12-inch wide
print at approximately150 dpi. He stressed the need to
organize your photos in some logical order and to backup
your collection on a regular basis. William discussed the
various ways to scan photos and slides using both dedicated film scanners and flatbed scanners.
The digital pictures are, of course, already in digital format and he shoots his pictures at the maximum size his
(Minutes……….Continued on page 5)
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Internet Picture of the Month

(Minutes……….Continued from page 4)

camera will produce, which is approximately 3000 pixels
x 2000 pixels as jpeg files with minimal compression. He
occasionally uses the camera raw setting, which produces
a very large file and marginally better results.
He mentioned that the quality of digital pictures has progressed to the point where it has surpassed those produced
by film in the 35mm format. Even the relatively inexpensive point and shoot digital cameras produce decent pictures that rarely require any post-exposure correction
(unless you are a perfectionist; in which case you probably should be using a SLR). He said that Photoshop is his
photo editor of choice. He listed eight tools of the many
available in Photoshop that will make practically any correction that you want to make. He demonstrated how each
of the tools is used.
Next, William spoke on mapping. He showed several
maps that were created long before there was a digital
capability. He demonstrated some of the things that can
be done with Microsoft Deep Zoom Composer to view
these maps at various levels of detail. This actually had
nothing to do with photography, but allowed him to demonstrate Deep Zoom Composer, which can also be used to
view photos or collections of photos at different levels of
detail. He then showed us one of his multi-level photo
collections created with Deep Zoom Composer.
After that, he demonstrated using Microsoft Pro Photo
Tools to geo-tag photos, which inserts latitude and longitude data into the header of the photo file. This position
data is, thus, added to the camera data that are already
there, such as f/stop, shutter speed, ISO setting, date and
time taken, etc. . Both Deep Zoom Composer and Pro
Photo Tools may be downloaded free from Microsoft.
William ended the presentation with a demonstration of a
web site he is creating that allows you to upload your photos and place pushpins on a map of the world at the exact
(Minutes……….Continued on page 8)

High Water
This photo from http://www.huffingtonpost.com
shows the localized flooding in New Orleans adjacent
to the Industrial Canal caused by rising water in the
canal as the result of Hurricane Gustav to the west.
The canal reached a level that was within one foot of
the top of the floodwall. It is not clear from this photo
whether this was inside or outside the floodwall. What
do you think would have happened if Hurricane Gustav had actually hit New Orleans?

September’s Interesting World Wide Web Locations
Tampa PC Users Group (that’s us)
The American Scholar
Scanmyphotos.com—cheap scanning
Fotofix.com—photo retouching
Picwash.com—photo retouching

http://www.tpcug.org/
http://www.theamericanscholar.org/
http://scanmyphotos.com/
http://www.fotofix.com/
http://www.picwash.com/

Some of these links will join the many already on the Links page at our web site, where you need only click on the name.
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Vista – It’s growing on me, Part II
By Merle Nicholson, Tampa PC Users Group
merle@merlenicholson.com
Last month, I wrote an article mostly about Vista
Windows Explorer and what I discovered after forcing
myself to use it. I’ve abandoned the use of FreeCommander, a freeware alternative to Windows Explorer.
This month, I’d like to explain what I’ve found using
the Vista Start Menu—some positive features, and
negative ones, too.
The first image on the left below is my own Start
Menu, with minimal customization. The area marked
“1” is the list of most-recently-used programs. It’s
configurable in two ways: The number of entries in
the list – maximum of 30, and the icon size, large and
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small. I’m using the small icon size, but the large has
an advantage in that it makes the menu much taller.
That’s an advantage when we discuss “All Programs”
later.
The “Power Button” (2) is configurable if you open
Control Panel, Power Options. You can set this to
“Shut Down”, “Sleep”, “Hibernate” and “Do Nothing”. When you press this button, it acts immediately
with no further interaction or confirmation. I have
mine set to “Shut Down” and it simply starts shutting
down. I like this a lot: No further questions, no more
menus.
Here would be a good place to discuss Sleep and Hibernate. They haven’t changed from XP. But one big
change is that it’s become acceptable to use either
one regularly, especially on notebooks. I think it all
got started when Vista was new and everyone was
looking for a way to
speed up the boot and
shutdown process. What
I would do, I think,
would be to use Shut
Down for a long while
and then try Sleep a few
times and then Hibernate
to see if it’s worth the
trouble. If you settle on
Sleep, just remember to
shut down every couple
of days to clear out
memory.
The padlock (3) is “Lock
This Computer”. You do
remember the password,
right? And last; the
Power Menu (4) is a
small menu list with
Shutdown, Restart,
Sleep, Lock, Log Off and
Switch User. Some of
the items on the right
panel under the picture
and User Name are optional, just as they are in
XP: Printers, Run, Con(Vista……….Continued on page 7)
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Visual Basic for Applications SIG

Microsoft Access SIG

This SIG meets the third Wednesday of the month at 6:30 PM.
The meeting location varies. For information, contact William
LaMartin at lamartin@tampabay.rr.com.

This SIG meets the first Tuesday of the month at 6:30 PM.
The meeting location varies. For information, contact William
LaMartin at lamartin@tampabay.rr.com, or Merle Nicholson
at merle@merlenicholson.com.

Windows SIG

Digital Imaging SIG—Cancelled until further notice

(Vista……….Continued from page 6)

This SIG occupies the first 30 minutes of our monthly, regular
meeting and is devoted to a general Windows and computing
discussion. Bob LaFave moderates the discussion.

there are many more folders not shown. You must use
the slider to see the remainder of the folders. Further,
the way folders expand is vertically, not to a submenu
on the right as in XP. This has the effect of making the
All Programs list very tall (picture to the left).
It’s hard for me to see any advantages over the XP
menu. I find it slow and tedious to get where I want.
When you exit from the menu and then later go back,
you’ll find any folder expansions you’ve done are
gone. And all-in-all, the whole menu is impossibly tall
if you have any collection of programs.
You can switch to “Classic” menu just as you could in
XP, but guess what – it’s the same Windows 3.1 classic menu.
I have to say I do use the Vista Start Menu, but rarely.
My personal solution to this is a product called True
Launch Bar at http://www.truelaunchbar.com. It’s
(Vista……….Continued on page 8)

trol Panel, Network
and others.
Pressing on “All Programs” (or hovering
over it for a few seconds ) will switch to
the programs menu. It
may be hard to see in
this second picture (to
the right of the first
picture), but the individual “loose” program icons are sorted
above the folders and

Tampa PC Users Group, Inc.
P. O. Box 3492
Tampa, FL 33601-3492

First Class Mail

Member: Your membership is up for renewal
Vendor: Your product was reviewed on page __

(Minutes……….Continued from page 5)

location at which the photos were taken, such that when
you hover your mouse over a pushpin you see a thumbnail of the photo, along with a description, and, if you
click on the thumbnail, you view the photo full size.
Since time ran short, he omitted some additional programming examples.
The meeting ended at 9:05 pm. 

(Vista……….Continued from page 7)

very highly configurable, and you can construct a
very efficient menu. But I’d say it is a lot of work.
A cropped image of my True Launch bar is the last
clip on page 7. You can see a larger picture of my
True Launch Bar in the HTML versions of the newsletter that will appear online. 

