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am sorry that I was unable to attend last month’s meeting
and hear what Dave Dockery from the Pinellas club had to
say about the future of user groups. Obviously that group
is much larger than the TPCUG and provides many more services for its members. Nonetheless, based on Merle Nicholson’s
minutes of the meeting and a conversation I had with Merle
about the meeting, that group has had a severe loss of membership. Surprisingly to me, it was attributed to the iPad. You
don’t need much help for an iPad. It either works or it doesn’t.
If it doesn’t, you either send it to Apple, take it to the Apple
Store or throw it away. I sort of like the last option. Then you
could purchase a Windows-based tablet that has a USB port and
a few other handy things that an iPad doesn’t. After that, most
importantly, you could download all those Windows Store apps
that I have been writing, including the TPCUG’s own Computer
Group Newsletters app.
I was only half serious about your discarding your iPad, since
Comments........Continued on page 7

June Meeting: To be announced
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Minutes of the April Meeting
By Merle Nicholson, Secretary,
Tampa PC Users Group
merle@merlenicholson.com

T

he Windows Special Interest Group (SIG)
opens our monthly meeting. The SIG moderator, Bob LaFave, introduces new or little
known products and technological developments for
discussion by the group. He accepts questions and
requests for help in solving problems from attendees.
Bob covered a variety of PC subjects in answering
questions from the members and also demonstrated
DocLock file and folder encryption software.
This month’s presentation was a talk by Dave Dockery, the multi-year president of the large computer
club in Clearwater - Tampa Bay Computer Society.
The subjects were on the state of club membership and
where they believe it’s going. This computer club has
been in operation for 30 years and hosts fifty training
events a year, including a monthly computer repair
clinic.
There has been a downturn in membership in the
Tampa Bay Computer Society from a high of 1300
members to just 600 today. Dave attributes this to the
advent and popularity of the iPad. Dave then went
on to describe his vision of the future use of personal
computing in a well-rounded and well-prepared talk.
We are very grateful to Dave for his time, and thoroughly enjoyed his presentation.
The Tampa Bay Computer Society can be found at
http://tampa-bay.org/. Be sure to check out the club
calendar at http://tampa-bay.org/calendar. 
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Exchanging Large Files
By Merle Nicholson, Secretary,
Tampa PC Users Group
merle@merlenicholson.com

S

ometimes you need to send someone a large file
- too large to email. Even harder is receiving a
large file from a non-technical friend or associate. What is the best way for them? Over the years
I’ve done this various ways. I’ve most recently settled
on the quickest and easiest, using a web-based service
http://www.WeTransfer.com.
MAIL: All the traditional ways to send files are still
available. In operating my software business I have
resorted to Priority USPS mailing or FedEx CDs, and
some high-security conscious federal agencies insist on this. It seems strange at first, but I think it’s a
proven reliable safe method. The information just does
not hit the Internet. Since we’re discussing large files,
a CD is good for .7GB and a DVD normally is 4.7GB.
There are variations of DVD capacity like DL, but
sender and recipient must both have that capability in
hardware.
WEB: To distribute software, I maintain a website on
a server where I create a webpage with a download
link for just one file. Then I email the recipient a password and a download link. It’s really pretty easy and
economical when you have direct access to the web
server file structure as I do. I have a script that I copy
to the web folder that presents a listing of all the files
as a live download link. The web server software is
free. I’ve used this for many years. To clarify, I require
three passwords. The web folder, the zip file password
and finally the application password. It’s obviously not
for receiving a file from someone else.
FTP: For close business associates and my technically
inclined sons I maintain an FTP server with passworded folders. FTP is well known and relatively easy to
use but it is technical. It requires a client FTP application, but these are free and of high quality. Look for
Filezilla on Windows. There are equivalent applications available for all platforms from a smartphone to
mainframes. Windows Explorer will do FTP natively,
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but in my opinion is very difficult to set up. FTP is
an excellent way to store and distribute collections of
large files as well as one-off exchanges. I sometimes
use this just for myself to distribute large files to my
own computers instead of using a flash drive.
Flash Drives and cards: Speaking of flash drives,
they have become cheap. Remember you can get a
name brand 8GB flash drive easily for $4.50, and you
can get them for much less if you look for promotions.
A microSD card can easily be purchased for $5 and is
a little more mailable perhaps. Most everyone with a
notebook has a reader built in, and a USB connected
card reader is less than $5. If waiting for snailmail is
OK, it’s a good solution for a non-technical person or
for a high-security application.
Online Storage: My experience with this is limited to
Google Drive, but many others are available, most notably Microsoft OneDrive (formally SkyDrive) and the
many services like DropBox. I’m using Google Drive
now as I write this article on Google Docs on my
Ubuntu computer. I share common ongoing files with
my family through this, but have only once used it to
“send” a file. They are encouraging me to use this and
Google+, but so far I restrict access to my immediate
family and I’ll keep it that way, thanks. Keeping the
(free) limited storage amount in mind, and to me, the
tenuous legal obligation to provide permanent reliable
access, it isn’t for me. The subject at hand is exchanging large files, and I don’t think this qualifies for me.
Large File Services: WeTransfer at http://www.
WeTransfer.com is the only service like this I have
used. This is a quick and easy method of sending a
large file to anyone with an email address. It’s easy.
You supply your email address and the recipient’s
email address, an optional note to the recipient, then
use the upload button to select your file up to 10GB.
The service sends the recipient an email with the
download link and your note and sends you a copy of
that note. Then when (if) the recipient downloads the
file you are notified by email. The file is available for a
week, then removed permanently. You do not create an
account. I have zipped all files I have sent so far; with
a password that I send by separate email.
Large Files..........Continued on page 6
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New Ubuntu Release
By Merle Nicholson, Secretary,
Tampa PC Users Group
merle@merlenicholson.com

U

buntu has just released a new version of the
popular operating system. This is release
14.04 LTS (Trusty Tahr) April 17, 2014. The
previous LTS release was two years ago - version
12.04 LTS (Precise Pangolin) April 26, 2012.
This takes a little explanation. LTS - or Long Term
Support are the main releases of the OS, and are milestones in the direction of the continuous development
of the OS. The LTS indicates that they are supported
and receive updates for five years, with paid technical
support also available from Canonical Ltd. Since the
last LTS release - 12.04, there have been three interim
versions 12.10, 13.04 and 13.10. I demonstrated two
variations of 13.10 a few months ago at a TPCUG
meeting, and I have since upgraded to 14.04 LTS on
my own machine, but not my wife’s.
This time I selected the Gnome variation called
Ubuntu Gnome - an official flavor of Ubuntu. If
you’re interested, the Ubuntu Gnome official release
notes can be found at https://wiki.ubuntu.com/TrustyTahr/ReleaseNotes/UbuntuGNOME. I am especially
pleased with this variation because of its excellent use
of multiple monitors and multiple simultaneous desktops (workspaces in Ubuntu-speak). It’s a little more
technical, but it’s highly configurable.
This version features enhanced capability for multiple
users. Of particular interest for me is the optional
smooth integration of Google services - and other services like FaceBook and Yahoo. I have been using my
Google account and by setting up an account found
that the email, calendar, reminders, contacts, IM and
tasks appear in the native Gnome applications and
sync and update automatically. So it’s automatically
in sync with my phone and tablet.
For the average user, I recommend the primary release
of Ubuntu at https://help.ubuntu.com/community/
Installation. This is a Wiki page that provides excel-
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lent, detailed instructions for everything you need and
has links for special installs from live CD/DVD and
bootable flash drives.
The maturity of this OS is very evident. It is well organized, with everything you need cataloged and easy
to find. All of the configuration is done in graphical
interfaces in a System Settings panel, much like Windows Control Panel, but simpler - more akin to Android settings. The native web browser is Firefox, but
of course Chrome installation is just a couple of clicks
away. Obviously Internet Explorer is not available, but
Chrome surpasses this in every way. I’m not a user of
Firefox, but I have no doubt that it’s fully capable.
LibreOffice is included, so you have a full Office suite
with full file compatibility with Microsoft Office files
. . . except for a database application compatible with
Microsoft Access. This shouldn’t be a concern for
most users. This is not to say that very fine full featured technical databases are not available - they are.
There is a huge software catalog with virtually everything you will ever think of - almost all of it free and
of high quality and with user ratings. The library is
very easy to use; everything is cataloged and searchable. Most applications give thorough descriptions
and screenshots. There’s an “Install” button and it’s
installed very quickly with plenty of progress information. The catalog knows what you have already
installed, and of course you can get a listing of all that
and uninstall anything very quickly. This all works so
much faster and easier than in Windows. For instance
in Windows you may see software in “Programs and
Features”, but you don’t necessarily know what it
does, remember why it’s installed or even if you need
it. With this Software Catalog it doesn’t come up as an
issue. It’s all there.
So far in my year or so of using this and previous versions, I am missing only one thing. There isn’t a Netflix application available in any Linux release. That’s
just amazing. I manage without it because I have
multiple computers and a tablet, but jeez. My son’s
solution is to run Windows 7 as a virtual machine in
VirtualBox so he can have Netflix. But he would have
Ubuntu..........Continued on page 6
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Internet Picture of the Month

Giant Omelet
From the Wall Street Journal, http://blogs.wsj.com/photojournal/2014/04/25/the-week-in-photos-2/,
“Men stir a large pan of eggs in the preparation of the legendary annual giant Easter omelet of Bessieres
in southwestern France.” Remy Gabalda/Agence Framce-Presse/Getty Images

May’s Links
Tampa PC Users Group (that’s us)
Safe Web - Heartbleed Check
International Space Station position
Browse The New York Times Archive
American Museum of Natural History

http://www.tpcug.org
http://safeweb.norton.com/heartbleed?url
http://iss.astroviewer.net/
http://timesmachine.nytimes.com/browser
http://images.library.amnh.org/digital/
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Ubuntu.......Continued from page 4

that VM in any case - as would I. I run Windows XP,
Windows 7 and Windows 8.1 virtual machines in
Ubuntu VirtualBox with no issues at all except for the
time it takes to keep them updated.
I’ll say that I don’t read Kindle books on any PC; I
prefer my 7” Android tablet. For those who need it,
there is no stand-alone Kindle application. However,
your Kindle book library is completely available in the
Chrome browser as the “Kindle Cloud Reader” (see
the screen capture below). I just used it for the first
time for this article; it’s excellent. My entire Kindle
library is available immediately, and if I wish, I can
download any for offline reading, as in the picture.
As for updates, there is a non-intrusive notification of
updates that always goes smoothly and much more
quickly than in Windows. This installs updates for
ALL of your installed applications, not just Windows,
just as we come to expect with Android.
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As for performance, it’s very fast even on older computers with limited memory. I have installed quite a bit
of software and so far I haven’t gotten to 6GB of disk
usage. It’s a perfect situation to replace your notebook
drive with a small SSD. My older AMD 2-core computer with an SSD boots in twenty seconds and shuts
down in less than five.
For my day-to-day computer use, this release of
Ubuntu suits me very well. It literally covers all my
needs exceedingly well (except Netflix support). I continue to advocate for this OS as a perfect replacement
for Windows XP computers and any other computer
that has limited resources; memory or hard drive, so if
you have an older notebook that needs new life, you
won’t be disappointed. Remember that you can run
the OS from either a live CD or better still, a bootable
flash drive, eliminating the risk; it does not touch your
existing system and will identify any hardware incompatibilities before you commit to the changeover. It
will also install as a second bootable operating system,
leaving your existing OS intact. This requires though
that you have sufficient space on the hard drive. 

Large Files.......Continued from page 3

What impressed me most besides its doing precisely
what I needed at the time was the website’s professional layout, help and the FAQ, which left me with no
unanswered questions. The advertising is even tasteful
(and large) and never got in the way. They say on the
site that they do not use your email in any way except
for this file transfer, and so far I have not experienced
otherwise. The fact that they do not require you to create an account is outstanding.
I was introduced to this by another company that
requested a large file from me. As it turns out that
company had purchased an account at WeTransfer that
provides some visual enhancements, so I didn’t realize
at the time I was looking at a useful tool for everyone.
For $120/yr the advertisements are removed, an optional custom background picture can be uploaded for
the screen, the storage expands to 50GB and the files
are not erased. It will zip the files for you if requested.
Large Files..........Continued on page 7
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Large Files.......Continued from page 6

There are many services available, just a quick search
found these - please beware - I have used NONE of
these so I am not recommending them: SendThisFile,
Files2U, SendUit, TransferBigFiles, BigUpload. Some
of these I see are restricted unless you create an account. 

Comments.......Continued from page 1

my wife has one which has really been a boon to her.
However, it sometimes seems to not hold a charge as
well as in the past, so a battery replacement may be
needed in the future, and the cost is around $100 with
the possibility that you may receive a replacement device and not your original device when the iPad with a
new battery is returned to you by Apple. So what happens to all your emails and pictures? Well, they say
to back them up. I suppose that means you have to put
them in the iCloud or whatever (I must confess that I
have learned no more about the iPad than is necessary
to help my wife set up her email accounts, which are
POP 3 accounts that are not web based). But we will
cross that bridge if we come to it.
In the past month I have learned of the deaths of two
TPCUG members who were in the club when I joined
in the fall of 1991: Larry Anders and Parker Monroe.
A little searching in my Computer Group Newsletters app tells me that Larry joined the group in June
of 1989 and Parker in May of 1991. Because of his
illness, multiple myeloma, Larry stopped attending
meetings perhaps seven years ago but maintained
his interest in the group. He was a good friend, and I
saw him occasionally and often exchanged calls and
emails with him. You may read the last of many, many
articles he wrote for the newsletter in the March 2011
newsletter. When I joined the group and for many
years after that, Larry was the Librarian, which included doing research on software and keeping a box of
floppies that had programs and utilities we could borrow to install on our computers. There was no downloading such from the Internet then. You could, however, get them from Bulletin Board Services (BBS) via
a modem and phone connection. Larry was always the
guy who got the hardware first. He purchased an HP
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flatbed scanner at least six
months before
I got mine.
You can read
about that on
page 6 of the
August 1994
newsletter. (All
newsletters are
available at our
website.) That
was when such
an item cost
a little over
$1,000. He
had the first
digital camera
in the club, a
Sony Mavica
that used a 3.5 floppy as its storage media. You can
read about that on page 3 of the October 1997 newsletter. He was one of the first in the club to move from
a dialup Internet connection to a broadband connection. Besides being a main contributor to the newsletter from October 1997 through December 2006
he provided free printing of the newsletter, on paper
we provided, at his place of business. Larry, pictured
above in August of 1996 helping assemble the newsletter, died April 5.
Parker Monroe I recall from the TPCUG meetings
at IBM in 1991 when the membership was probably
around 150 or so. At that point, I was new to the PC
Comments..........Continued on page 8
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world, having just decided to move over from Apple,
and Parker seemed to know a good bit more than I.
So when he said in a meeting that he had purchased
a Gateway computer via a phone call, I did the same
and continued purchasing Gateways for many years.
Parker at some point discontinued attending our meetings and became an active participant in the Brandon
club’s meetings and was their president at one time.
He, however, continued his membership in our club up
until sometime around the beginning of 2013. Over
the years we had phone conversations about computer
topics, and from time-to-time he would compliment
me on articles in the newsletter, articles not necessarily
written by me. The photo of him on the previous page
was taken at the one TPCUG meeting he did attend
in recent years. It was the June 2011 meeting, where
I did the presentation on a history of the PC based on
articles in our newsletters. I had specifically invited
him and several other long-time members who did not
attend our meetings anymore. Parker died November
10, 2013, although I did not hear about it until shortly
after Larry’s death. They both will be missed. 
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