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Meeting
Cyber Crime as an Industry
by
Dave Palmer
Wednesday, June 11, 2014
6:30 PM

Meeting Preview: Dave Palmer will present an overview of the
cyber crime industry and how it has evolved over the last 10-15
years. The presentation includes a look at current business practices, the role and importance of malware, the structure of the
industry, and at the flourishing underground market that serves
the industry. Bob LaFave will conduct the usual Windows SIG
for the first 30 minutes of the meeting.

Editor’s Comments
By William LaMartin, Editor, Tampa PC Users Group
william@lamartin.com

Pepin Distributing Co.
4121 N 50th Street
Tampa, Florida

L

ast month it pretty much fell to Merle Nicholson to fill
the newsletter. He also contributed a major part of the
previous month. So we’ll give him a rest this month,
and I will write a bit. Ron Weinberg has helped out with an
article on using Win 8 with a mouse since it is not exclusively a
touch operating system.
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I have two items: My new eight-inch Dell Venue Windows 8.1
tablet and a new Windows Store app I have written to view photos of Florida in the early 1900s. That app allows me to combine
my interest in old photos of places I am familiar with and the
creation of mosaics made up of thousands of photos .
Again I invite all members to write articles for the newsletter. I
am sure your unique contributions would be appreciated. 

July Meeting: To be announced
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Minutes of the May Meeting
By Merle Nicholson, Secretary,
Tampa PC Users Group
merle@merlenicholson.com

T

he Windows Special Interest Group (SIG)
opens our monthly meeting. The SIG moderator, Bob LaFave, introduces new or little
known products and technological developments for
discussion by the group. He accepts questions and
requests for help in solving problems from attendees.
Bob covered a variety of PC subjects in answering
questions from the members. He talked about the
reasons to abandon XP operating system computers,
being that support has been discontinued. Discussion
ensued about getting rid of the pop-up reminders about
loss of support; perhaps restoring to an earlier restore
point or checking the “Do not show again” box. Some
discussion went on about the “missing mbr” on a desktop machine when a USB external drive is plugged in.
The solution is to change the boot order in BIOS. The
problem of managing pop-ups in IE was discussed by
using “managing add-ins”. Bob mentioned the increasing difficulty of machine-guessing passwords as the
length of the password increases.
The April, 2014 meeting presentation was given by
Blain Barton from Microsoft. Blain has done a presentation for us yearly for a number of years now, and
we always welcome him. He’s entertaining and a very
accomplished speaker. He is one of the “Microsoft
Evangelist” employees.
His presentation was roughly entitled “1-2 years of
future stuff” and encompassed Cloud computing,
mentioning the new Microsoft CEO who came from
the Microsoft Azure open platform. He talked mainly
about transitioning from the “private cloud” (local area
network) to the “public cloud” (Azure).
One brief subject was the product Intune Manager,
which configures and manages computer configurations (mobile device management from the cloud).

Association of Personal Computer User Groups
Minutes..........Continued on page 8
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Dell Venue Pro 8
By William LaMartin, Editor, Tampa PC Users Group
william@lamartin.com

M

ay was a good month for me. I wrote a
Windows Store app titled Manhattan Then
and Now, the purpose of which is to allow
you to overlay any of six historical maps of Manhattan over the current map. In doing that, you can see
what was at any current location in 1905, 1879, 1865,
1852, 1836 or 1807. For example, at 42nd Street and
Fifth Avenue, instead of the current New York Public
Library there was a reservoir in 1905, as there was in
1836. But in 1807 there was no reservoir. You can
see where there were ponds now filled and hills now
leveled on one of the maps. I find it very interesting.
Unfortunately, not many others do because the app’s
sales have been minimal, as have the downloads of
the trial version. Of all my phone apps and Windows
store apps, this is only my second attempt at a paid
version ($1.49), and in both cases the results have
been very poor as compared to the free apps, some of
which have ads and a few with no ads. It seems that
if the subject is not compelling, the paid label deters
people from even downloading and trying the app.
But all is not in vain. Microsoft is currently running a
contest named Best App of the Month (BAM), where
in different regions of the country they give a prize to
the “best app of the month” submitted that month by
a developer from each region. For April, Manhattan
Then and Now won for the Central and North Florida
region. And the prize was a 32 GB Dell Venue Pro 8,
along with a Nokia Lumia 925 Windows 8 phone. I
have received the Venue and have been using it, and
the phone just arrived but is still in its box.
The Venue Pro comes as a 32 GB or 64 GB Windows 8.1 8-inch tablet. The 32 GB version sells for
$299.99, the 64 GB version is 349.99. You may also
purchase a wireless keyboard and a stylus and a few
other items. I have an order in for a stylus. Now to
the specifications:
Processor: Intel Atom Z3740 1.8GHz Quad Core
Operating system: Windows 8.1

Memory: 2 GB
Hard Drive: 32 GB or 64 GB Solid State Drive
Screen: 8-inch 1280x800 HD 800p display
Front camera: 1.2 MP
Rear Camera: 5.0 MP
Port: Micro USB
Extra storage: MicroSD, SDHC or SDXC
Battery: up to 9.9 hours of use; 3 hours of video
Venue..........Continued on page 4
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Venue.......Continued from page 3

Extra Software: Office Home & Student 2013
This Tablet is running a full version of Windows 8.1
which, if you wish and are willing to pay, may be
updated to Windows 8.1 Pro. But I see no need for
that since it will run any Windows desktop program
you may want to install. I installed Office 365, which
I rent from Microsoft for $99/year and am allowed to
install on up to five machines. This is a full version of
Office 2013 and hence includes Outlook, which I very
much wanted to install so as not to have to use the
email client that comes Windows 8.1. I am not saying that there is anything particularly wrong with the
email client in Win 8.1. It’s just that I prefer Outlook.
Office 365 also gave me Access which I like to have
installed since there are several Access databases that
I like to be able to consult from time-to-time (one is
the TPCUG membership). I should note that there is
a free instance of Office Home and Student that Dell
will provide for the Venue Pro 8. That would have
given me Word, Excel, PowerPoint and OneNote – but
no Outlook or Access.
Now to the usability of the device. It is a small tablet
with an 8-inch diagonally measured screen. Since it is
just 5.25 inches wide you could put it in a large pocket, possibly in a jacket or cargo pants. It is very thin
and light, so you will not tire holding it. For browsing
the web it is quite good. However, in using it in my
home I have found that its wireless range is a bit less
than that of my wife’s iPad or my Surface Pro 2.
The small screen works fine for web browsing since
if the text or images are too small, you can simply
enlarge them using the usual pinch and zoom finger
gestures. What does not work so well on such a small
screen is a standard Windows program. For example
in using Word, the text you are typing can easily be
sized with the pinch and zoom finger gestures. What
you cannot do is enlarge things on the Ribbon such
as the menu items so that they are easier to read and
select with a finger tap. My solution is to use a Bluetooth mouse with the device whenever my location
makes it feasible (you need a location to place on
which to place and move the mouse). Possibly the
stylus I have on order will obviate the need for the
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mouse.
Just because you may install any Windows desktop
program on the Venue doesn’t mean you should. I
have no intention of installing Visual Studio or any of
the Adobe Creative Suite programs such as Photoshop.
The device has only 2 GB of RAM so that will slow
such programs down, plus the difficulty with seeing
the controls and menus in such programs will be a
problem as I mentioned for Word. Of course with a
magnifying glass you will do just fine. Don’t laugh
at that. I had to resort to a magnifying glass when I
wanted to use the Command Prompt to run a Windows
PowerShell script to install my latest Windows Store
app on the Dell to see how it would work on a small
tablet. I could read the text, but it was difficult. So
once I typed in the command, I wanted to check if it
was correct and resorted to the magnifying glass to
make sure. Possibly younger eyes would have had no
problem.
Why do I need to use Windows PowerShell to install
an app on the Venue? If the app were already in the
Windows Store, I wouldn’t; I would just go to the
store and install the app from there. But to install an
app under development, you need to either have Visual
Studio 2013 on the device and then open the project
in Visual Studio, or you need to (through your wireless network) place an installation package for the app
on the Venue and then run the Windows PowerShell
script in that package to install the app. Oh, and one
more thing, you need to have previously installed your
Microsoft Developer’s License on the Venue. And that
is, I am sure, more than you wanted to know.
I can recommend this device if you want a small portable tablet to browse the web, check your email, take
notes and keep up with your calendar and contacts or
even to watch videos. I do not recommend it as a tablet that you would use as your sole Internet device. I
think a larger tablet would be more appropriate for that
(and cost twice as much, at least). And Dell has one
named the Dell Venue Pro 11, I believe. That would
be a a Windows 8.1 tablet with an 10.8-inch diagonally measured screen. It will cost more, be heavier but
give you a much larger screen. 
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Internet Picture of the Month

Steve Ballmer in 2010
Mr. Ballmer made, perhaps, 20 Billion dollars selling you Windows, Word and a few other Microsoft
products over the years. And he just offered two billion of that for a basketball team. I think this photo
captures his personality, more of a salesman than a technical guy. He was Bill Gates’ roommate at
Harvard and actually graduated from there, unlike Bill, and was Microsoft’s 30th employee. So that is
probably why he was eventually given the job of running Microsoft, from which he has now retired. The
photo is from http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Steve_Ballmer_at_CES_2010.jpg,

June’s Links
Tampa PC Users Group (that’s us)
Andrea Mosaic (create a mosaic of photos)
National September 11 Memorial & Museum
National WWII Museum - New Orleans

http://www.tpcug.org
http://www.andreaplanet.com/andreamosaic/
http://www.911memorial.org/
http://nationalww2museum.org/
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Why You Need a Windows 8 Device
By William LaMartin, Editor, Tampa PC Users Group
william@lamartin.com

S

imply stated, you need a Windows 8 device,
actually 8.1 now, device so that you can use all
the apps I have written for that operating system, almost all of which are free. I think you would
really find useful the Computer Group Newsletters app
that has all of our newsletters from the earliest days
through just a few months back and which is searchable. Then there is the Old Tampa
Photos app which allows you to view,
search and share any of the 13,000
plus historic photos of Tampa that are
in the Tampa/Hillsborough County
Public Library’s collection of Burgert
Brothers photos. And there are many
other apps I won’t mention, but which
you may find by searching the Windows Store for LaMartin Software.
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app that will run on a Windows 8.1 operating system.
Then I let Visual Studio create the 8.1 phone app for
me based on that. The result was that almost none of
the underlying C# code had to be modified; however,
the layout for the phone had to undergo a bit of rejiggering since fitting things on a phone screen is not
the same as placing them on a larger tablet or desktop
computer screen. But in theory, if you can use the
same layout on the phone as on larger screens, then
such a Universal App could run on a phone with a
four inch screen or on a 40 inch wall display with no
adjustments necessary.

Now I have a new app that I am just
finishing and will put in the Windows
app store soon. It will be titled Old
Florida Mosaic. The mosaic pictured
to the right is on the opening screen
of the app. That mosaic is made up
of about 900 images repeated enough
times to total approximately 5,100.
The base image is the Jupiter lighthouse, photographed around 1897.
This will be my first app that Microsoft terms a Universal App. What this means is that in Visual Studio
2013 I create both a Windows 8.1 Store app and a
Windows phone 8.1 app in the same project where
they share much of the same code and assets. This is
possible since Microsoft has rewritten the code base
for Windows Phone 8.1 so that there is a major overlap
with its code base and that of Windows 8.1. The two
operating systems do not share everything, but they
share a lot. And this should make creating both Store
apps and Phone apps much easier.
I created the Store version of the app first, that is the

When I get my app in the Windows Store you will be
able to run it on any Windows 8.1 desktop, laptop or
tablet. You will not be able to run the phone version
yet since Microsoft has not yet released Windows
phone 8.1 to the general public, only to developers.
However, it should not be long before anyone with a
Windows 8 phone receives the 8.1 update.
Eventually I will create a second app using these same
Florida photos that is similar to what I did with the
Burgert Tampa photos. In that app besides viewing
the individual images and downloading them, you may
also view a slide show or search the collection. 
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How-To Tips for Windows 8.1 without
a Touch Screen
By Ron Weinberg, Member At Large,
Tampa PC Users Group
rswjbr@verizon.net

I

mportant Parts of Windows 8 or 8.1
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cess the Internet.
The TASKBAR is the ribbon at the bottom of the
Desktop which shows which programs are active.
It also displays Icons for a few often used programs
which can be clicked on to start the program.
Selecting Records

To add a Sender to your Contacts automatically in
The START Screen shows all the Programs on
Windows Live Mail:
the System in Tile form which was originally called
● Highlight the Message in your Inbox with one
the Metro style.
left click of the mouse.
● Left clicking on any Tile will start the associated
● Right click on the Message.
program.
● Select Add Sender to contacts and press Enter.
● While in START, clicking on the Desktop icon or
pressing the Windows key and the letter D at the
To select a group of records or email messages,
same time will switch to the Desktop.
● Highlight the first message or record
● Move down to the last message in the group and
The DESKTOP is the screen used for daily use and, if
hold down the Shift key while left-clicking on
used, rarely requires use of the START screen.
this last item.
● Pressing the Windows key in a program or when
in the Desktop mode switches to the Start screen.
To select multiple individual records or messages,
● To return to the program switch to the Desktop
● Highlight the first record
or Press the Esc (Escape) key.
● then hold down the Ctrl (Control) key and left
click on each additional desired record or mesThe CHARM Bar is a toolbar which appears on the
sage.
right side of the screen when you place your mouse
at the top right or lower right of your screen. It quickly
Ways to shut down or exit a program
disappears if no action on it is selected.
● The top Charm is Search, used to search the
To exit a program such as Live Mail, left-click on the
computer for words or programs.
Red X at the upper right corner.
● Other Charms are: Share, Start, Devices, and
Settings. Share allows the user to share files or
To turn the computer off use any of the power symphotos with other users.
bols.
● Start brings up the Start Menu.
● In the START menu a Power symbol is displayed
in the upper right corner of the screen.
You can learn more about Charms by clicking on this
● Using the Charm Bar, the lowest charm called
link.
Settings will offer a power key with the Shut
down option or in some cases Update and Shut
http://windows.microsoft.com/en-us/windows-8/
down.
charms-tutorial
● In the Desktop, right click on the Windows icon
at the lower left corner of the Task bar and an
Alternatively, you can enter that address in a Browsoption to shut down will appear. 
er’s address bar.
Common Browsers are: Internet Explorer, Chrome
and Firefox, which are programs that allow you to ac-

Tampa PC Users Group, Inc.
P. O. Box 3492
Tampa, FL 33601-3492
First Class Mail

Member: Your membership is up for renewal

Minutes........Continued from page 2

Blain then demonstrated the newest preview of Azure
portal for websites; SQL database and MySQL; and
the ability to create a complete website from a gallery
of website elements.
Once again, our heartfelt thanks to Blain for his entertaining and current technology presentation. 
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Most of Blain’s talk involved Azure, the Microsoft
cloud computing platform. Azure runs multiple virtual
computers, handles most other OS clients like Ubuntu,
Oracle Linux and other Linux clients, and has data
center security, Global Foundation Services, Active
Directory services and manages remote desktop and
telecomputing. OneDrive (formerly SkyDrive) synchronizes local folders to cloud drive folders.
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