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Meeting
Protecting Your Personal
Safety
Wednesday, August 13, 2014

Meeting Preview: ; A deputy (name unknow at time of publishing) from the Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office will do
a presentation this month on things we can do to improve and
protect our personal safety. Bob LaFave will conduct the usual
Windows SIG for the first 30 minutes of the meeting.

Editor’s Comments
By William LaMartin, Editor, Tampa PC Users Group
william@lamartin.com

T

6:30 PM

hanks to Merle Nicholson and Merrill Friend for providing content this month. Let’s see what I can do to fill the
rest.
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I have been doing my usual: Writing apps for Windows 8.1 and
the Windows Phone. That is something I enjoy. I write the
sort of apps in which I am interested. Unfortunately, not many
others have the same interest. Or, perhaps, they cannot find
my apps in the Windows Store. Most of my Win 8 apps have
over 1,000 downloads with several having much more, and the
best one, my Drug Data app, having around 17,000 downloads
at present. But having downloads does not make any money
on ad-supported apps unless the users not only use the app but
spend time on a page that has an ad. For apps such as the Drug
Data app, if someone uses it, they most likely simply look up
information on one drug, and then they are gone. That sort of
use produces very little income. My Simple Portfolio showing
selected stock listings produces the most income because people
Comments..........Continued on page 6

September Meeting: To be announced
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Minutes of the July Meeting
By Merle Nicholson, Secretary,
Tampa PC Users Group
merle@merlenicholson.com

T

he Windows Special Interest Group (SIG)
opens our monthly meeting. The SIG moderator introduces new or little known products
and technological developments for discussion by the
group. He accepts questions and requests for help in
solving problems from attendees.
The subjects covered in the SIG by moderator Bob
LaFave were notebook overheating problems and
known solutions; a KickStarter powered module Bob
brought for powering a paper airplane and controlled
by smartphone; Mac Drive, software to access Mac
Drives from Windows, free and pro versions from
http://www.mediafour.com
The monthly program presentation this month was
given by myself, Merle Nicholson, on the subject of
Ubuntu 14.04 LTS, the newest iteration of Ubuntu
and the first in a year to have the LTS – Long Term
Support – designation. The Ubuntu organization has
commited to making every fourth release of the OS as
LTS; the last being 12.04 LTS. The website – the place
to begin if you are interested in the desktop version of
this free OS – is http://www.ubuntu.com/download/
desktop. Ubuntu is especially attractive as a replacement for older Windows XP systems, for those who
want to avoid the current virus and malware nightmare, or for those disenchanted with Windows 8.1. It
has fairly low processor and memory requirements.
It’s available in both 32 and 64 bit versions. I demonstrated software availability – office suite, image editing, software catalog and software updates.
The presentation was well attended; fairly lively with
plenty of questions and discussions. 
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Oracle VirtualBox Introduction
By Merle Nicholson, Secretary,
Tampa PC Users Group
merle@merlenicholson.com

I

Bits of Blue

Page 3

own it. A pirated OS won’t work any better in a VM
than in a real computer. So before you devote any time
with this; be sure to get your license key if it’s necessary (Windows, OS X). Obviously you can run any OS
free when the OS is free, as in most Linux. A Windows OS that comes installed on a commercially made
computer is usually licensed for that computer only
(called an OEM version), and is not normally transferable to another.

f you have an interest in using a different operating system temporarily for any reason, the riskfree approach is to use a Virtual Machine (VM).
There are several VM programs available; my favorite,
The computer that you have running, the computer
the one I now use exclusively, is Oracle VirtualBox.
where you install the VirtualBox software, is called the
Other systems are described with less detail below.
“Host” computer, and the virtual machines are called
“Clients”, or “VMs”.
VirtualBox is a free software product that allows you
to run more than one operating system (OS). As an example: You have a Windows 7 computer and you have So what do we need to host VMs, and where do we
get it? For software, we need the OS that we’re going
an interest in trying out Windows 8.1 without putto run, and the VirtualBox software from the Virtualting your computer at risk. Or you really can’t find a
Box.org download link below. As for hardware, well
replacement for your old 1982 SuperCalc spreadsheet
that’s a bit more complicated. First, let’s say you have
and it hasn’t run since Vista. You need either a DOS
Windows 7 and you want to experiment with Wincomputer or maybe Windows 98SE.
dows 8.1. It takes 4GB of real memory to run both of
these products really well (although 8GB each would
Perhaps you have a Windows XP computer to do
be better). The Windows 7 VM software dedicates real
certain things but you know it’s not safe anymore or
memory to the VM, so we’re talking 8GB to run well.
perhaps it’s dying. (Microsoft recommends you disIf you want them to just run, and are willing to wait
connect your XP computer from the Internet – even if
while your PC chunks around swapping memory out
it’s running in a virtual machine.)
to the swap file, you can actually do it on 2GB each.
Obviously if you want to run Ubuntu, Lubuntu or EuA virtual machine extends the capabilities of your
buntu (that’s (L)ight and (E)ducation versions) which
existing computer so that it can run multiple operatwill run on as little as 1GB, 3 or 4GB of real memory,
ing systems (inside multiple virtual machines) at the
will do not too badly. There are numerous other Linux
same time. So, for example, you can run Windows
and Linux on your Mac, run Windows Server 2008 on that are specifically designed to be small - “Tiny Core
Linux” and “Damn Small Linux” and others. Those
your Linux server, run Linux on your Windows PC,
small Linux machines have greatly reduced memory
and so on, all alongside your existing applications.
requirements as well.
You can install and run as many virtual machines as
you like -- the only practical limits are disk space and
Now we need to talk about disk space. A VM simumemory.
lates a disk (Virtual Drive) for your new VM computer, in the form of a disk file. That disk file obviously
VirtualBox runs on Windows, Linux, Macintosh, and
needs to be as big as if it were on a real computer, so if
Solaris. It hosts and supports a large number of guest
you need a large computer disk, that space is going to
operating systems including Windows NT 4.0, 2000,
be allocated on your host computer. But there’s some
XP, Server 2003 and 2008, Vista, Windows 7, Wingood news here, too. One is that VirtualBox supports
dows 8 and 8.1, DOS/Windows 3.x, Linux, Solaris,
dynamically allocated drives. This is where you set an
OS/2, OpenBSD and others.
initial and an upper limit for the size and allow it to
If you are going to run an operating system, you must
VirtualBox..........Continued on page 4
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VirtualBox.......Continued from page 3

grow. This is well documented, so be sure to research
it. The other good news is that you probably don’t
need nearly as much disk space as you think you do.
Look at the actual amount used on the host machine
or look at folders on other computers like notebooks.
You can get folder properties to see how much of your
disk is taken up by Downloads, documents, music
and pictures. I allocated 25GB for my Windows 8.1
Virtual Drive. I use the VHD (Virtual Hard Drive)
file type because that type is recognized and is readable by other VM’s, and is transferable to a real hard
drive. The basic OS takes only about 9GB, but more
gets eaten up as you install software. You have to get
serious about this if you intend to load music, video or
pictures.
After doing some reading, open VirtualBox. This is
just a manager of virtual machines. You create new
VM.s and manage existing ones here. Each VM
has a handful of settings such as number of processors, memory allocated, number of monitors, virtual
and real CD/DVD and even floppys. You can set the
guest VM to share the Host DVD to load software or
USB devices. There are sound settings and Network
devices, microphones and camera support. Virtually
anything a “real” computer needs can be connected to
the VM. You think of the VM as a real computer and
the procedures for installing software and hardware
are the same process, except for one thing: Your risk is
just lost time. You can’t harm your real computer unless you access (share) your real computer hard drive,
which is something a novice should not do. Restrict
your activities to your “local” machine and you can’t
go wrong.
Once you get your new computer going, it should easily start any time from the VirtualBox manager. Then
it’s time to look at modes. There are three. One is a
full screen mode where it uses all your monitor(s) and
hides your host from view. Here you are simulating
what your new computer would look like and behave
as if it were booted up. Another useful mode is windowed so that the machine looks like any other window with the whole screen scaled down in size. There
are setting and procedures to transfer clipboard and
files between the host and the client.
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If you have plenty of memory and processing power
you cannot tell it’s in a VM. It’s that good.
Other features of interest; if the VM is running and
you have shared it to your network, it’s accessible
through the network and even controllable using remote access software. It’s a good option for running a
SQL Server or MySQL. There are command line calls
so that you can set up a desktop shortcut and bypass
opening the VirtualBox manager, or startup with the
Task Scheduler or command line. All of this is well
documented. See the links to the manual and also for a
very useful forum where other users will answer your
concern if it has not already been addressed.
Other stuff on VM:
One very useful VM product is “XP Mode” in Windows 7. It’s included in all copies of Windows 7 Professional, Enterprise or Ultimate. It’s a free licensed
version of Windows XP. It is very easy to set up.
Microsoft recommends you disconnect your XP Mode
computer from the Internet. XP Mode was not implemented in Windows 8. See the XP Mode link below.
It’s very well documented.
There are other Virtual Machine products besides VirtualBox. Windows Virtual PC is one I have successfully used. If you have a MAC and need to run Windows
products, Parallels is the most common choice at $50.
My personal experience with Parallels did not go well.
We found that the computer was brought to its knees
for lack of memory and slow hard drive. See this
somewhat older article in Lifehacker: http://lifehacker.
com/5714966/five-best-virtual-machine-applications
Resources:
Website: https://www.virtualbox.org/
Online Manual: https://www.virtualbox.org/manual/
ch01.html
Forums: https://forums.virtualbox.org/
Downloads: https://www.virtualbox.org/wiki/Downloads
Other products:
VMware: http://www.vmware.com/products/player
Microsoft Virtual PC: http://www.microsoft.com/enVirtualBox..........Continued on page 6
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Internet Picture of the Month

Hillsborough County Courthouse, 1905
From the University of South Florida, http://etc.usf.edu/clippix/picture/the-hillsborough-county-courthouse-in-tampa-florida.html. Demolished in 1952
TPCUG Yahoo! eGroup Joining the eGroup is simple: Use your preferred email address to send an email join
request to TPCUG-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. Include your full name in the text section of this email. You
will then receive a verification request that you reply to, then you are up and running. To send email messages
to the group, address them to: tpcug@yahoogroups.com. Your message will be broadcast to everyone in the
eGroup.
Note: if you join with a Yahoo! email address you get full access to the group site at http://groups.yahoo.com/
group/tpcug.
August’s Links
Tampa PC Users Group (that’s us)
South Tampa Magazine
New Republic
Tom’s Hardware

http://www.tpcug.org
http://southtampamagazine.com/
http://www.newrepublic.com/
http://www.tomshardware.com/
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VirtualBox.......Continued from page 4S

us/download/details.aspx?id=3702
Windows XP Mode: http://windows.microsoft.com/
en-us/windows7/install-and-use-windows-xp-mode-inwindows-7 

Windows 8.1 running in VirtualBox

Windows 7 running in VirtualBox

Comments.......Continued from page 1

tend to leave it running for some length of time. But
it has been out there a while and I haven’t updated
it (not that it needs updating), and that tends to cut
down on new downloads. But you can have quite
large downloads and make no money if you don’t
update your app, particularly for a game. I know one
fellow who wrote a game for the Win Phone that has
garnered over 300,000 downloads and produced some
noticeable ad income at first. Now he says he receives
almost nothing since he has not updated the game and
people have apparently lost interest. It also helps to
promote your app through various means such as on

Facebook and Twitter. I don’t do that, but the developers who are working at making a living writing apps
very much do that. I don’t even have a Facebook or
Twitter account. Well, I will just have to suffer the
consequences of not being on social media. But then
I have the benifits of not being on social media – I am
not inundated with trivia.
I am about ready to add to my app list with a Windows
8 and Windows Phone app that allows you to view,
search and download the Civil War photos by Mathew
Brady in the Library of Congress – all 8,000 plus of
them. It will be simply titled Civil War Photos and
should be out sometime this month.
And while finishing that up, I have also started on an
app that will allow you to view all the geneaological
data in a GEDCOM file with the usual ancestor and
descendant reports. So I am keeping busy. Here is a
Comments..........Continued on page 7
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Comments.......Continued from page 6

screen capture of one of the ancestor reports. 

WiFi Problem
By Merrill Friend, Tampa PC Users Group
absecon1933@gmail.com

O

ne of my wife’s relatives recently gave her a
brand new iPad. Neither my wife nor I have
ever owned an iPad and learning to use the
thing involves a convoluted learning curve for us both.
In our case that learning curve was more difficult than
we expected.
We took the thing out of the box and found that the
battery was fully charged but we couldn’t do a darn
thing with it. There were some interesting Apps available for downloading, many for free but we could not
get any of them to work. So I made an appointment
with the geniuses at the Apple Store in International
Plaza where everything worked beautifully. Those
genius types made it look so easy I really felt kind of
stupid. So I thanked them for their kindness and took
the iPad home and tried again. Once again it would

not do the easy things at home that it had no difficulty
doing at the Apple Store in International Plaza. My
pride now almost destroyed, I decided I would have to
figure this out by myself. I just couldn’t face all those
smiling Apple Geniuses another time.
I began to suspect that my Bright House Wifi was not
working properly but that made no sense because my
laptop which operated off my Bright House router was
working just fine. I looked at the Wifi settings on my
iPhone. When I first checked, the iPhone indicated
Wifi was on and then it suddenly said it was Not on.
That made no sense. But it did suggest that perhaps I
had a weak Wifi signal. Why then was my laptop still
working so well. Years ago I hooked my laptop up
to the router using a cable, thinking I might improve
the connection and speed. So, now I disconnected the
cable and found that I could no longer get the Internet.
I phoned Bright House who seemed to immediately
know what the problem was. I was asked to reboot the
modem, which failed to make any difference. Then
WiFi..........Continued on page 8
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Member: Your membership is up for renewal

I have not heard of this type problem before and wonder if it is specific to Bright House or is it more commonplace than that. It would be interesting to me to
know if anyone else in our group has experienced this
type problem with their Wifi connection. 

Hillsborough Ave

56th Street

the Tech guy on the phone made more changes at his
end and my Wifi reception gradually improved until
it was up where the Tech guy said it should be. Since
my computer was close to the modem and router, the
Techie suggested I discontinue using the cable to connect to the router. My wife is using her iPad a couple
of rooms away, and it now seems to be working fine
and the roughly 50-foot distance from the router and
modem doesn’t seem to be a problem.
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