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Meeting Preview: William LaMartin will speak on using the
Cloud in general and Microsoft Azure and OneDrive in particular. Bob LaFave will conduct the usual Windows SIG for the
first 30 minutes of the meeting.
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T

hanks very much to Merle Nicholson for almost everything in the newsletter this month. I will add a few comments to fill in the space that is left. As you will note on
this page, I am the speaker this month. A lot of computing news
seems to involve the Cloud, so I have decided to demonstrate
how I use the Cloud in my computer life.
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The Cloud is really nothing more than servers connected to the
Internet. The main providers are Amazon, Google and Microsoft. In the most basic sense, our TPCUG site is in the Cloud, as
are all websites. But people mean much more now than websites when they speak of the Cloud. We now have Cloud Storage, Cloud Computing and more. I found Cloud Computing of
special interest since I can create at Microsoft Azure a Virtual
Machine running Windows 8 that already has Microsoft Visual
Studio 13 installed. I can then upload any of the programs I have
written for Visual Studio to that Virtual Machine and then run
Comments..........Continued on page 2
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Minutes of the October Meeting
By Merle Nicholson, Secretary,
Tampa PC Users Group
merle@merlenicholson.com

T

he Windows Special Interest Group (SIG)
opens our monthly meeting. Bob LaFave, the
SIG moderator introduces new or little known
products and technological developments for discussion by the group. He accepts questions and requests
for help in solving problems from attendees. This
month Bob was absent and Merle Nicholson filled in.
The presentation this month was given by Steven
Singer from RDI and http://www.morevalu.com. Steve
has given us a quality hardware presentation every
year for many years. He has always entertained us and
filled us in on the latest in hardware and what the manufacturers are doing. This year he brought in several
routers and cable modems and gave us some interesting insights on what the TV and Internet providers in
our area are doing. We expect a quality presentation
and once again we were not disappointed. Our thanks
go to Steven for taking the time for us. 

Comments.......Continued from page 1

it. I recently did that with an application I had written that captured images and their descriptions. There
were many thousands of images that I wanted to
download along with their descriptions. I was running the application on one of my desktop computers.
To speed up the process, I began doing the same with
my application running at Azure. Using both together
cut the time involved in half. Now my job is to go
through the large collection of images, selecting the
approximate 10% that I want to use in a Windows 8
app. And there is no Cloud item that will help me
speed up that.
My main use of Azure is to store photos for use in my
Win 8 applications. such as Old Tampa Photos, Old
Florida Photos, Currier & Ives and my most recent
one, 5 Southern Cities. If I wanted, I could also create
websites there. In addition, I will demonstrate how I
use Microsoft OneDrive to backup my files. 
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Windows 8.1 First Startup
By Merle Nicholson, Secretary,
Tampa PC Users Group
merle@merlenicholson.com

W

e'll attempt to cover all the “first things” you
need to do with a new Windows 8.1 computer.
We won't necessarily cover all the details; it
would take too much space in this newsletter, but hopefully
we have sources for you to read. In the following, I'll revert
to calling the Desktop interface “desktop”, and the tiled
interface “tile”
The main thing to keep in mind is that eventually you'll
decide if the Windows Desktop is your primary workspace,
or the tiled interface is where you do your stuff. Or perhaps
you may be comfortable switching back and forth. Having
a touchscreen will certainly influence your decision, because the tiled interface is awkward without a touchscreen.
Some people get along just fine with tiles and no touchscreen. Others get tired of leaving the keyboard and touching the screen. Realize now, even MS Office 2013 works
in desktop only and most important settings are in tile.
You'll need to work with it for a while; just give it a chance.
Here's why it's important, but not necessarily urgent:
Windows 8.1 has many dual applications: desktop AND
tile, and many important functions are available in tile only
or in desktop only. Let's take a PDF reader. If you've been
using other versions of Windows, you have installed and
used Adobe Reader, and for quite a few years its competitors like Foxit Reader. If you open a .pdf file, the “default
file association” determines which reader is used, and in
the case of 8.1, it's a built-in reader in tile. But here's the
thing. The 8.1 reader is just lame. There's no other way to
describe it. It's limited and awkward to use. Like all 8.1
apps, it comes up full screen, and the only option is half
screen something, and you can't share the screen with a
desktop app .. you get the picture. So for PDF files, you
have no choice, just install Foxit or Adobe Reader, make
it the default, and .. at least for now, you're in desktop. By
the way, in Windows 10, you'll be able to run a tile app in a
desktop window.
And one of the last items on the “First Startup” list is installation of “Classic Shell” that restores a very fine menu
system and has options that pushes the tile interface in the
background so it mainly goes away except to annoy you.
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Here's the “First Startup” list in pretty much useful order.
Check further under References and Resources to see if I
have elaborated on the item or referred to an Internet link.
●

Check the time zone. Yep, Windows will be reporting the time zone as Pacific, and you're three hours off.
This is important.
●
“Trust this PC”. Look in Actions in the notifications tray. This is important.
●
Decide if you would rather log onto your PC with a
local account or a Microsoft online account. If you are
already set up with an online account, you can switch to
a local account. This is important. There is much written
about this, and I'll add my two cents below.
●
Create standard login accounts for each user of the
PC, including one for yourself, and “share” the Documents folder to the administrative account. This is especially important for protecting children and to protect
your PC from visitors' good intentions, and from Viruses
and Hijackers. This is important.
●
Create a Windows rescue disk. On CD if you have
one or on a small, cheap USB flashdrive. No excuses; it
must be done.
●
Create a password recovery on a small, cheap USB
flashdrive. No excuses; it must be done.
●
Configure Windows Update, then install all MS
updates. Do it now and when it says “no updates to
install”, force a new update again and repeat. The only
time you can believe there are no updates is immediately
after you force a scan for new updates. It isn't lying, it
just isn't telling you the whole truth.
●
Remove all crapware; anything that has the word
“toolbar”, and any online gaming. Disable all unnecessary startup items. Uninstall any trial versions, usually
anti-virus and Office.
●
Decide on a good anti-virus, firewall and Internet
scanner product. Visit PC Magazine recommended products. Right now, McAfee, Webroot, Norton, Panda Free,
BitDefender. Install it from the Administrator account.
No excuses; it must be done.
●
Configure your backup scheme. Buy an external
USB drive and do a full backup now that your updates
and anti-virus have been installed. No excuses; it must
be done.
●
Install essential software:
1. Email. The standard Windows email is designed to
make you want to purchase Outlook or Microsoft Office. I recommend Mozilla Thunderbird. It's free, well
supported, has plenty of add-ons, and is a very mature,
Windows 8.1..........Continued on page 4
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Windows 8.1.......Continued from page 3

easy to use full featured product. There are no compromises made because it's free. It's fully compatible
and has importers for transferring accounts and mail
from your old email.
2. Office. At http://www.LibreOffice.org. Like Thunderbird, it's a mature up-to-date full-featured product.
Unless you need, need, need MS Access and/or Outlook there is no reason to buy MS Office. LibreOffice
uses the same formats as MS Office, or the other way
around; MS adopted Open Document Standards to
comply with the inevitable. LibreOffice has Word Processor, Spreadsheet, Database, Presentation Manager,
Drawing and Math editor.
3. Browser. This is one of those dual 8.1 apps – different versions for desktop and tile. You seem to get
the version in the same environment that you are in.
The tile version seems to be limited in some areas
of graphics and of course runs first full screen and
then can be reduced to a part-screen. I prefer Google
Chrome, and then make it the default browser for both
situations. Chrome has this wonderful list of apps that
run as add-ons, matching the list on Android, Ubuntu
and OSX: Calendar, Clock, Drawings, Docs, Sheet,
Hangouts, Kindle, Keep, Google+, Remote, Timer,
Gmail, Google Drive and more. Another browser
alternative is Firefox.
4. PDF Reader – Foxit or Adobe Reader.
5. Instant Messenger, Skype, Google Voice, Google
Talk.
6. Printers, camera, webcam, scanners, microphones,
speakers.
●
Classic Shell. This is a sophisticated, well developed application that puts a menu back where it was
in Windows 7. It's what you want if you want to push
the Windows 8.1 tile world a little further in the background. You can use it to disable many of the mouse
actions in desktop that shove you unwillingly into tile. If
you do not disable hot corners and charms, there is nothing lost by using this program. There are three styles of
menus to pick from. I chose the 2-column menu style,
and clicked an option to start when Windows starts, and
left the rest as default. This has the minimal impact on
the operation of the 8.1 tile features.
I have been following the development of this from their
earliest version, and have complete trust in this. It's free,
but please consider a donation.
References and resources:
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“Trust this PC”: http://www.howtogeek.com/121875/htgexplains-why-does-windows-8-want-me-to-trust-this-pc/
Decide on a good antivirus: http://www.pcmag.com/produ
cts/1594?Editor+Ratings%3d4.5
Decide if you would rather log onto your PC with a local
account or a Microsoft online account. When your PC is
first set up, it's apparent that they want you to log onto your
PC with a Microsoft online account. Indeed, they don't really make it easy to avoid that. They make it tempting, because they set up a OneDrive “cloud” storage for you, free,
and make it clear that this is the way you get Windows 8
Apps from the store, free email and settings synchronizing
between your computers if you have more than one. If you
are already set up with an online account, you can switch.
Microsoft is just jumping on the bandwagon now that its
competitors, Apple and Google, developed this relationship
with its customers that guarantees a steady revenue stream*
(see note 1 at the end of this article). If you have Apple and
iTunes, you already know that you can't get anything, even
music without that iTunes account. If you have an Android
phone or tablet you'll have a Gmail account and probably a
credit card attached to buy apps, books, magazines, music
and movies. This relationship with Google is much more
open than iTunes, because you can get most anything from
other sources, even applications. Amazon is a good Android
resource for apps, movies and music.
What Microsoft is not telling you is that it's only barely
more trouble to use a local account. Obviously, if you
want to buy a $4.00 app from the Microsoft Store, you just
order it and authenticate the purchase with your Microsoft
account. In my opinion, my relationship with Google and
with Microsoft are very much different. I carry my phone
in my pocket, and being an adult, never carelessly expose
it to theft. The phone has very limited monetary exposure,
and I can track it and disable it if stolen – if it's on. My
computer(s) are very much different. They are exposed to
the Internet (and open in my home and vehicles), malware
and hijackers, keyloggers and children inclined to click on
things. http://www.howtogeek.com/121975/htg-explainsmicrosoft-accounts-vs.-local-accounts-in-windows-8/
Create Standard User Accounts for each user: http://
www.howtogeek.com/142434/htg-explains-why-everyuser-on-your-computer-should-have-their-own-useraccount/ and a step-by-step instruction for Windows 7 at
http://tpcug.org/AcrobatNewsletter.aspx, select newsletter
pncl2014-10.pdf, look for the article on “Create a Standard
Windows 8.1..........Continued on page 5
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Internet Picture of the Month

Bakken Shale at Night
From http://publiclab.org/notes/davidmanthos/09-01-2013/skytruthing-the-bakken-shale. The glow there
is not from city lights as it is for the other locations. It is due to flaring, “the practice of burning off natural gas to dispose of it. Operators do not want methane (the primary hydrocarbon in natural gas) accumulating on their well pads where it can explode, and burning it off is slightly less harmful to the climate
than venting it directly to the atmosphere.”
will never use and has become painfully slow to load.

Windows 8.1.......Continued from page 4

User” and http://www.howtogeek.com/school/windowsnetwork-sharing/lesson1/
PDF Reader: Foxit at http://www.foxitsoftware.com/Secure_PDF_Reader/ and Adobe Reader at http://www.adobe.
com/products/reader.html I prefer Foxit because it loads
quickly. To me, Adobe Reader is bloated with features I

Recommended reading: 10 things you need to know about
Windows 8.1: http://www.howtogeek.com/180155/10things-you-need-to-know-about-windows-8.1/
“The How-To Geek Guide to Windows 8.1”, eight lessons.
Windows 8.1..........Continued on page 6

November’s Links
Tampa PC Users Group (that’s us)
Global Sea Level Rise Map
Cloud Computing Defined
Classic Shell

http://www.tpcug.org
http://geology.com/sea-level-rise/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cloud_computing
http://www.classicshell.net/
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Windows 8.1.......Continued from page 5

: http://www.howtogeek.com/school/windows-8-guide/lesson1/
Classic Shell: http://www.classicshell.net/downloads/
notes:
1.
Revenue stream - money flows continuously from
us to them. 

Comments and Notes for Nov. 2014
By Merle Nicholson, Secretary,
Tampa PC Users Group
merle@merlenicholson.com

C

atastrophe planning – Here's your checklist

●
●
●
●

Have you made your Windows Recovery disk?
Do you have a password recovery USB?
Are you doing backups to an external drive?
Do you use a good quality anti-virus and keep
it up to date?
●
Is your computer up to date? Is your computer
updating automatically, or do you initiate it manually and forget?
●
If you have children or unsophisticated users
on your computer, have you made a separate standard login account for them?
●
Are you still using Windows XP connected
to the Internet? You could be in trouble and your
computer is in jeopardy. Worse, you may be in a
position to lose all your family pictures and documents. They may not be recoverable. Scary, right?
●
How old is your hard drive? Is it more than
three years old? You're at risk of losing everything
unless it's backed up to an external drive.
Windows XP – if you insist on continuing with Windows XP, you must have a very good anti-virus and
Firewall. The Windows firewall for XP is very weak.
Windows Defender and Microsoft Essentials anti-virus
will no longer update, so you must buy a good quality
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product. Look at WebRoot, Kaspersky, Norton. Check
with PC Magazine to see their ratings on both paid and
free products.
Linux Desktop – For my day-to-day computer, I have
switched away from Windows and adopted a Linux
OS for my notebook. I added a second hard drive, so
one drive is dedicated to Windows 7, and it default
boots to the other – Linux. To me, the Ubuntu family of OSs makes sense because Ubuntu (through the
company Canonical) continuously updates to keep up
with the latest hardware. And so far I have not had to
go looking for drivers except for one of my two printers. The “flavor” of Ubuntu 14.04 LTS I've chosen is
Gnome Desktop. There are five or more flavors available. I'd recommend, in order, Ubuntu/Unity (the one
supplied by Ubuntu), Gnome or KDE. Pick the latest LTS version, 14.04. There is a new version 14.10
(October), but the LTS is like it says – Long Term
Support(ed). Start at http://www.ubuntu.org.
For those of you who have a Windows XP computer
that is otherwise running well, this is an easy and
inexpensive replacement. It needs very little computer
capacity and memory to run. It installs easily and
quickly. The instructions to create a boot USB flashdrive or CD/DVD are well-written and easy to follow
and assume you are making it from a Windows computer. If you wish, you can boot and run the OS from
the flashdrive itself (slower) or DVD (v.slower) without installing it to the hard drive. Then if you like what
you see and haven't any serious hardware problems,
go ahead and install. You have the option of keeping
your Windows and dual-booting to your old Windows
OS or Ubuntu, or completely replacing everything on
the hard drive.
I have not spent a penny other than the hard drive cost.
I installed some excellent quality free software. All of
the following have a Windows equivalent version:
Chrome Browser - with apps Hangout and Keep and
everything Google; Docs, Drive, contacts, Gmail.
Mozilla Thunderbird – Email. I choose this because
it runs in Windows as well, and is excellent quality
VLC – Music/Media player. WUSF and WSMR PBS
radio anywhere!
Comments And Notes..........Continued on page 7
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Comments and Notes ......Continued from page 7
LibreOffice – Word Processing, Spreadsheet and presentation manager, Database, Draw, Math all compatible with MS Windows formats. This was pre-installed
on my Gnome version.
KeepPassX – Password manager compatible with
all my devices; Phone, Tablet, Windows and Google
Drive.
Oracle VirtualBox – Virtual Machine manager, completely interchangeable with the Windows version.
There is a program called WINE, which can make
some Windows programs run natively in Ubuntu. I
used it to install my 1996 version of Microsoft Return of Arcade. So I still have my old 16-bit PacMan.
I have used it for others, like my copy of Windows
KEDIT, probably the best text file editor ever made.
The results are varying; you should go into this with
low expectations, but be persistent and be prepared for
pleasant surprises.
In Gnome, you can set up your online accounts for integration to the desktop. I have only one, Google. After setting it up, it automatically integrates my Google
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calendar to the built-in calendar, IM program and
Google Keep. Not having a Facebook or Twitter account, I can't comment on those. There is an app called
Grive that will automatically synchronize a folder with
your Google Drive. It's unofficial, but it works well.
Google does this in Windows, OSX and Android but
has not yet done an official Ubuntu synchronization
app.
As for applications, there is no limit to what is available; literally thousands. For those things you have
been using, can't do without but no Ubuntu version;
look for an equivalent. Quicken for Windows comes
to mind. There are several Linux products, most free,
that will read your Quicken data files and provide
you with a very high quality money manager. It isn't
Quicken but it probably is as good and you may well
find something you really like.
So far, I have not found a program equivalent to Delorme Street Atlas. And lastly, you do not need Microsoft Office unless you use Access. LibreOffice has
“Base” which will read Access tables fine, so if you
have Access mailing lists, you're covered. But there is
Comments And Notes..........Continued on page 8
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I've had two problems with my Gnome, neither seriPepin Distributing Co.
d
4121 N 50th Street
ous, but both slightly annoying. One is a failure to shut
oa
yR
e
the notebook off when shutting down (it just started
rn
Ha
I-4
doing this recently, presumably from an update), and
an odd message at bootup about a volume not availMartin Luther King Blvd
able. Neither made any real difference. I've never
had a program failure or any hint of one. I fixed both
problems through research on Ubuntu forums, and like
Windows forums, you find several solutions to everyN
thing. You just try the most likely and undo it when it
doesn't work. The shutdown problem was peculiar to
pa
am
T
o
t
hardware, and it took a simple editing of a shutdown
Columbus Ave
parameter file. The missing volume (a drive) was more
difficult. I finally decided it was the swap partition
not being found and had to do some real finagling to
to the “cloud” – Google Drive. It's in .docx format,
reestablish it. But other than an annoying message it
completely compatible with virtually any word proceswas of little consequence. It just adapted internally
sor. William LaMartin will merge it into the newsletter
and created a swap file on its own.
using Adobe inDesign. 
Last:
I created this article in LibreOffice Writer on Ubuntu
Gnome 14.04 LTS. It is being saved automatically

