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Upcomiin meetin preseit toi
D ve P lmer, TPCUG member
'How the Russi is H cked the 2016 Electoi'
The presentation will include discussion of the techniques & tools the Russians used to plan, research,
gain & maintain access, and cover their tracks. Also included are techniques you can use to stay safe
from the bad guys, whether state-sponsored, or cybercriminals. The presentation is based on the 2018
Mueller indictment.
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Dangerous invasive species
by Merle Nicholson, secretary TPCUG

I'll admit, this is far from a technology issue, I hope for forgiveness but I'm in the middle of a cane toad crisis and
I'm constantly surprised that it isn't well known. I've shown my neighbors one and they always say "oh - a Frog".
We – my spouse and I - have killed several cane toads in our back yard recently – yes you got that right, killed.
They are an invasive species not native to the US. The Tampa area used to be at the northern edge of their
range, but I'm sure that's creeping northward with global warming, and we're certainly seeing an increasing
number at our home. This happens yearly during our summer rains.
Cane toads were introduced to the south florida sugar cane fields to control insects and is one of those great
ideas gone wrong. They're dangerous because they exude a toxin that's deadly to other animals. If a dog or cat
gets his mouth on one, the dog has about 15 minutes to live suffering a horrible, painful death usually of a heart
attack. A bite on the toad isn't necessary, the toxin invades through the mucus membranes in the mouth and
eyes.
The size of the toad – another name is "Giant Bufo" - doesn't matter. They are just as poisionous when tadpoles.
They are laid as eggs – about 25,000 in one clutch, and I guess fortunately, are cannibals so they feed on each
other and only a few survive. But given time and a food supply they can grow quite large – 6 to 9 inches. The
ones we have been seeing are about five inches long, but I'm assuming these are fairly young.
The prescribed method of humainly killing them is to put them in a zip-lock bag and freeze them for a couple of
days. The State of Florida says that they are to be killed when found. They are easily identified – cannot be
mistaken for a friendly frog. They are mottled brownish and are extermely well hidden in soil or vegetation or
mulch until they feed just after dark. We have found just a couple in daylight, but usually find them from their
motion from a flashlight. They are relatively easy to catch, but if they detect pursuit they'll move faster than you
could pursue. We use a frog gig on a 5' pole. We keep a "toad kit" at our back door consisting of the frog gig,
gallon ziplock bag and plastic disposable gloves.
The State of Florida website states that if you have what looks like a toad that is 4 inches in length, it's definitely
a toad. Their legs are shorter in proportion to their bodies than a frog, and if you're interested, the Wikipedia site
has a recording of their sound. They're quite noisy after a rain, and the sound is distinctive.
Our main concern is our dog. For many years we cannot turn the dog out for his final poop, we have to walk him
on a leash in our own back yard, scanning with a flashlight, and it's that walk that we invariably find a toad,
sometimes a close call.
They are capable of limited climbing a tree, maybe a couple of feet to escape but I don't think that's a regular
activity.
There are pictures available on the internet, just Google "cane toad". I have taken some pictures myself, but not
suitable for publication here. We found a dead toad just two days ago laying on our potting bench top outside.
We cannot imagine in any way how it got there except perhaps from a screech owl dropping it there.
There are huge areas of Australia that have been invaded and there are some interesting YouTube videos
where people are attempting to deal with them including grinding them up to manufacture fertilizer.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cane_toad
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